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Yes, you can make a difference

Aslan is a 
seven-year-old 
draft gelding 
purchased 
at auction on 
July 10, 2006. 
His halter was 
embedded in 
his skin behind 
both ears (see 
upper left photo) 
along with bit 
burns and skin 
lesions. He loves 
attention, stands 
quietly with 
people, and picks 
up his feet very 
well for a draft. 
He is adorable 
and huge as 
seen with Judy 
Grant, our 5’ 11” 
volunteer.

It’s estimated that nearly 16% of all 
Americans lack health insurance. 
However, that unfortunate 

condition applies to virtually 100% of 
horses, mules and donkeys cared for by 
rescue organizations like Last Chance 
Ranch. A number of our horses were 
abused or abandoned by their owners, 
others have been purchased at auction 
to save them from slaughter, and some 
were brought to the ranch by owners 
whose circumstances have changed in 
ways that make it impossible for them 
to provide continuing care. All of them 
require routine veterinary care including 
annual immunizations (approximately 
$300 per horse per year) and other 
standard testing expenses, as well as 
dental care (floating, i.e. filing teeth) 
and hoof care (trimming and repair). 
We’ve been fortunate in that dental 
and farrier services have often been 
donated , but otherwise these services 

can easily run $200-300 per horse per year. Some equines 
have required much more extensive veterinary care. Recent 
multiple surgeries on Stitch, Eddie and Emma have generated 
an outstanding veterinary bill of $15,000.  
 Of course, health care costs are only part of the challenge 
faced by Last Chance Ranch. The ranch is now caring for 
45 horses, some located at the ranch in Quakertown, PA, 
while others are in pastures maintained by Graterford Prison. 
We require approximately 2,000 lbs. of grain each week and 
approximately $40,000 worth of hay each year.  

We need your help
 Last Chance Ranch is committed to providing its 
equines with a secure refuge, giving them needed medical 
and psychological care, and when restored to health, finding 
adoptive homes for as many of them as possible. The ranch 
also provides riding lessons and promotes humane and 
responsible treatment of companion animals. Your monetary 
contribution and/or donation of time will help the ranch 
achieve its’ mission and make a real difference in the quality 
of life for its’ equine residents. Consider a monetary gift. 
Direct, tax-deductible monetary gifts are much appreciated 
and critical for helping the ranch meet the costs of veterinary 
care and feed.  

Updates
Inside
Thistle, above, 
and many others 
find care and love 
at LCR.

See Difference, pg. 2



Printed for friends of Last Chance Ranch.
Photography courtesy of Cindy Brozenske, unless noted.

Matters of interest and comments are welcome and may be sent to:
Last Chance Ranch 9 Beck Road, Quakertown, PA 18951

(215) 538-2510    www.lastchanceranch.org    lbenetz@lastchanceranch.org
LCR exists primarily on donations from individuals and businesses.
Donations to LCR are tax deductible under IRS Tax Code 501(c)3.

Hoofbeats

Updates: “Finally, I’m going home”
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Kathy McGride poses with Eagle, the 
buckskin horse featured in our last 
newsletter. They are just so perfect 
together and enjoying life.

Moving out
Alaska
Sapphire
Millie
Eagle
Annie
Ringo
Mason
Drop of the Hat
Thunder
Eeyore
Abe
Stitch
Breeze
China
Blackjack
Noah
Moving in
General
Dusty
Emma
Maya

Aslan
Tucker
Charlie
Cowboy
Returning
Cheech
Ed
Whoeeze
Tango
Casper
Moved on 
to greener 
pastures
Rebel
Dakota
Dot
Keno
Fancy
Sam 1
Maggie
Zeus

Comings and Goings

Spanish Gold Eagle is his registered name. When this gorgeous Buckskin gelding 
hit our newsletter, website, and Petfinder page he was an instant hit. We had so 
many inquiries we didn’t know which way to turn. But absolutely no one was more 
persistent to have Eagle than Kathy McBride.  
     Kathy already cares for one of our horses and we knew that with her he would 
have a loving, pampered home for eternity. Eagle was at Graterford when Kathy 
began calling almost daily. Retrieving him from Graterford, Kathy was called and 
told that Eagle would be home that day. She was there in three hours with a trailer. 
It’s funny how sometimes you just know when a match couldn’t be more perfect. 
This is the case with Kathy and Eagle. When we brought him home from 
Graterford he whinnied and kicked all the way home.  The same thing happened 
when we took him to Quakertown Vet to have him freeze branded. Kathy says she 
knew when she saw his picture that he belonged with her, and of that we have no 
doubt.  Eagle seemed to know it too. He cozied right up to her when they met at 
the ranch and followed her nice as you please onto the trailer. When Kathy left with 
him he gave a short whinny as if to say “Finally, I’m going home” and was quiet 
and calm the rest of the trip. Since then, they have been on trail rides and enjoyed 
countless hours in one another‘s company. She is thrilled with Eagle and, judging 
from her many words of praise, I think he may actually be part Spanish Gold.   

Difference Continued from pg. 1
Single contributions from individual or corporate donors
Please make a check payable to the Last Chance Ranch and send it to Last Chance 
Ranch, 9 Beck Rd., Quakertown, PA 18951. We suggest donations of $35-99. 
(Sponsor-Basic Level), $100-299. (Sponsor-Silver Level), $300-999. (Sponsor-
Gold Level), and $1000 (Sponsor-Sustaining Patron Level), but donations of any 
amount (especially from our junior sponsors) will be appreciated and gratefully 
acknowledged.
Sponsorship of a horse
Please check our website: www.lastchanceranch.org for more information and 
request a sponsor packet.
Volunteer
The ranch depends on volunteers to help with nearly all aspects of its operation. 
New volunteer meetings are held on the first Saturday of every month at 10 a.m. at 
the ranch. Junior Club meets the first Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m and the 
Teen Club meets every second Saturday from 1-3 pm.  We need your help in the 
following areas: construction, office, maintenance, landscaping, grooming, barn 
help, horsemanship instructors, other skills that you may have.
 Here’s an easy way to help LCR. When you are finished reading this  edition 
of Hoofbeats, pass it on. If you keep the newsletters and need another for a friend, 
send in your survey on page 11 with a request and a friend’s name and address. 
Thank you and watch for the upcoming special Holiday Edition.
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by Cindy Brozenske

When you’re involved in rescue work, whether it 
be with horses, dogs, cats or any other myriad 
of possibilities, there is one thing you will find 

in common with all of them – the unbelievable scope of 
indifference, ignorance, and selfishness we as a human race 
can inflict on other species. We have seen a lot at LCR that 
tells us that humans are lacking in many ways in the care of 
our charges, those “lower species” we have taken in to protect, 
care for and call our own.
 Emma’s owners claimed they had purchased a farm and 
Emma was there when they moved in. When she was taken 
to auction they were told they could not put her through the 
sale. Her hooves were horribly overgrown and looked as if 
someone had already tried to hacksaw some of the length off. 
Legally they could not allow her to be sold in that condition. 
Lori was at this auction and was asked to look at Emma and 
see if she was interested in taking her. The other option was 
euthanasia. Lori, of course, said, “Yes, we’ll take her and see 
what we can do.”
 Grossly overgrown hooves can result in a condition 
sometimes referred to as “elf feet” due to the forward and 
upward curling of the hoof resulting in what looks like elf 
shoes. It takes years to reach this condition, but that is the 
normal pattern of growth in neglected hooves. Emma’s 
hooves grew sideways, curling under and to the inside. X-rays 
revealed deformed bones and joints, especially in the right 
front ankle. The bones had started calcifying and fusing in 
this position and she was basically walking on a malformed 
ankle joint. We had never seen such a severe case and were 
afraid that there may not be much we could do except offer 
TLC before the inevitable decision would be made.
 We scheduled an appointment at Quakertown Vet Clinic 
to put Emma under general anesthesia and arranged for our 
farrier, Barry Scarborough, to do her hooves. They were all 
in bad shape, but we were most concerned about the right 
front hoof. We were impressed with Emma’s stoic trusting 
nature. She’s a love bug, friendly, sucking up the attention, 
scratchings and hugs – “A real trooper” as Barry says. She 
stood still for her x-rays and waited patiently with us while 
they were developed. Everyone crowded around for a look 
when Dr. Bimes brought them in. We were shocked at the 
positioning of her bones and joints, but thought we had three 
good savable legs and would try for the fourth. We were going 
for it. Once Emma was under, Barry went quickly to work, 
first taking care of the three that were not as badly damaged, 
checking the x-rays to be sure of where he was on the hoof in 
relation to bones, joints, cartilage, tendons and balance. It was 
different for him to work sideways on a hoof, and even more 
so having to rely on an x-ray to see where and how much he 
would be able to trim.

Standing on her own four feet

A victim of neglected care, Emma can now enjoy life. The 
severity of her condition is shown here with photo on arrival 
at LCR and her current condition. We’re making progress.

Under anesthesia, dental work is performed under the 
skilled hands of Dr. Randy Bimes of Quakertown Vet Clinic.

See Emma, pg. 4
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Placements Most of the equines that we rescue will 
eventually become available for adoption and can lead very 
giving and productive lives. Adoption rules and applications 
are available upon request. It is recommended that you 
volunteer or visit several times prior to adopting so that we 
can match you with an appropriate equine. Assistance and 
training are available for the novice adopter. Applicants are 
thoroughly screened and followups continue throughout the 
life of the animal. There is an adoption fee which enables 
us to recover some of our expenses. For more information 
on LCR rescues visit www.lastchanceranch.org.

Coming out of anesthesia, Emma was 
wobbly; we couldn’t tell if she was still 
groggy or thrown off balance from 
her trims. It had been years since she 
had been this close to normal. Barry 
has been doing regular work to Emma’s feet, 
sometimes trimming off small pieces or just a few 
swipes of the rasp to even her out and keep 
her growing in the right direction while 
changing the position of hooves, joints 
and tendons. This will be a long process 
and must be  done very  gradually. Drastic
changes would cause severe pain, risk fracturing the bones and
tearing tendons and ligaments.
 We now see improvement and are optimistic that, with 
Barry’s faithful service, we can eventually bring Emma’s feet 
close to normal. Through it all Emma has indeed been a real 
trooper, and the commitment, love, tenderness, and caring 
our volunteers have shown her restores my faith in humanity 
on a daily basis. Thank you all.

Emma Continued from pg. 3

Thistle is a beautiful 
draft cross, although 
she didn’t start out 
that way. You can 
see from her before 
picture (above) how 
she got her name. Our 
Junior Club members 
spent hours combing 
the thistles out of her 
mane and tail. Her 
tail was so thick with 
them it swung around 
in one huge clump. 
Thistle was tired and 
depressed so she took 
some time off at Graterford. She is now back at LCR’s main 
facility doing beginner lessons. Everyone enjoys working with 
her and she is absolutely gorgeous. Her mane and tail have 
grown in thick and full and her spirit is renewed. She is ready 
for a new family to adore and pamper her.

Dusty (below) is a 20-
year-old buckskin, possibly 
cross. He has an odd hot-
iron brand on his rear 
(see right) and maybe 
someone can give us some 
insight on this particular 
shape. This shy guy was 
very fearful of humans 
when we purchased him 
at auction and he still does 
not trust easily. He has never kicked, bitten, or even displayed 
bad ground manners, he is just emotionally detached as if 
nothing a human could do would shock him anymore. He 
has been getting some extra attention from Becca, our 
wonderful massage therapist, and enjoys her visits. 



5

by Lori Benetz
The first thing any interested horse person should understand 
is the psychology of the horse: how they interact with each 
other, what instinctually motivates them and how they think 
and react in order to survive. What does this all really mean, 
and how important is this to understand? It is probably the 
most important part of horsemanship and our involvement 
with horses. We must first understand how the horse thinks in 
order to be able to understand the horse and to help the horse 
understand us. 
 Horse language is a means of communicating mainly 
through body language: yours and theirs. Watch your horse. 
The best way to understand horse language is to watch them 
interact with each other. A good time to do this is at feeding 
time or when they are at play. When feeding a number of 
horses together, you will understand their hierarchy and be 
able to easily recognize the Alpha or leader of the herd. We 
invite anyone to come and watch our horses here if you do 
not have a number of your own. We have a variety of fields 
and groups of horses that are different in their levels of 
communication, but they are basically all speaking the same 
equine language.
 Watch the lead horse when it is time to eat. If you do not 
know who the lead is, you should be able to quickly figure it 
out with these few clues. They may have already established 
the herd order, but new horses to the herd (and sometimes 
seasoned horses) need to be reminded. The Alpha will walk 
with a purpose and directly toward his bucket. The others 
better get out of the way! He will first put his ears back and 
maybe even lower his head if the others do not move. If 
the ears do not work, he will move towards them or take a 
step in their direction. He is trying subtly to ward off his 
challenger. Then, if he wants to keep his position as leader, 
will take a more aggressive move towards the others with ears 
back (and maybe teeth bared) and even will literally lunge 
and/or bite the intruder. This should be enough to deter his 
feeding rival, but if it doesn’t work, he may follow it with a 
swing of the hindquarters and a follow through kick. This 
does not indicate that your horse is mean; he (or she) is just 
in charge. There will always be a leader in any herd even if it 
is a herd of two. You will find when feeding is through, he 
may still exhibit these behaviors at play, but he does not hate 
the other horse; he is just keeping his position as boss. The 
leader moves the other horses; he makes them move their 
feet. This establishes his dominance and leadership. When a 
human enters the field, the human should become the leader. 
Many people allow, often unknowingly, their horse to move 
them. Your horse has just shown you he is Alpha over you by 
making you move your feet. This does not mean stand there 
and get run over or kicked. This type of communication must 
come through training and respect.
 We must treat our horses with respect, if we, in return, 

want respect from our horses. We as humans have been 
spoiled by dogs. It doesn’t matter what we do, or how we act 
to our dogs; they are consistently loyal and dedicated to us. 
Horses, on the other hand, are very different. We must first 
build the horse’s trust in us, which is very fragile once it is 
established. Secondly, we must constantly and consistently 
maintain that trust in order to have a successful and pleasant 
relationship. Interaction with our horses is a committed 
relationship and should not be looked upon as being anything 
else but a committed relationship. When there is some 
understanding of what you want, the horse should be licking 
his lips. We need to ask a horse to do things in a way they 
can understand and accept. If a horse is afraid or new to you, 
make sure you approach and retreat by removing pressure 
on them. Don’t force yourself or anything on him. Give him 
a chance to investigate and understand you are not there to 
hurt him. 
 Instead of being good leaders, we tend to bribe our horses 
in order to get results. In doing so we expect them to give us 
what we want because we feed them, brush them, and are 
nice to them. A horse will not do what we say unless we ask 
them in a language they understand. In some instances, some 
people then turn to violence and punishment as reactions due 
to human frustration because we think he is being stubborn 
and insolent, or because we think by forcing him, he will give 
in. Either way, we are forming an adversarial role, and not a 
partnership, because we do not understand the horse.
 Horses view us as the predator and they are prey. They 
think we are going to eat them. Since they are prey animals, 
their instinct is flight. Their first reaction to danger is run. 
Horses are herd animals. They desire the security of the herd 
and they gain security by following their survival instincts and 
knowledge of the Alpha. They will challenge the herd leader 
the same way they challenge us to regain security. Even in a 
herd, horses would rather be left alone to eat, graze, rest, and 
find comfort. When a horse sees us coming, their reaction is 
to avoid us. We may act like a predator, and they are afraid 
we are going to eat or hurt them. We need to gain respect, 
but not act like a predator. We must give them the security of 
knowing we are the leaders. We need to learn to communicate 
with them. Wild horses are herd animals, with a simple 
defense mechanism of fight or flight. Most aspects of horse 
behavior are from two basic instincts. Survival in the wild 
depended on it – a powerful herd instinct (safety in numbers) 
and an ability to run away from trouble. Pre-domesticated 
horses roamed in herds, led by the Alpha horse, searching 
for food and shelter. The herd instinct and the tendency for 
one horse to follow another kept the group together. If you 
communicate correctly using body language, your horse will 
view you as the Alpha herd member and not the predator, 
which, instinctually they fear you are. If the horse views you 
as the Alpha, he will look to you for direction in times of 
fear or anxiety. Your horse will turn to you for reassurance 
and a sign regarding the appropriate course of action. It 

New Series

Horse Watching

See Horse Watching, pg. 6
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Updates

Mission Statement
Last Chance Ranch Equine Rescue (LCR) is a 100% volunteer, non-profit (501c3) 

organization rescuing and rehabilitating horses/companion animals. Last Chance 

Ranch Equine Rescue is dedicated to the rescue and rehabilitation of all equines 

while promoting and educating the humane and responsible treatment of horses, 

ponies, donkeys, and mules (equines) and other domestic companion animals.

LCR provides a safe and secure refuge for slaughter bound, abused, unwanted or 

neglected equines. LCR rehabilitates physical and psychological issues and places 

them into new homes where they receive the treatment and care they deserve.

Thanks to these great
volunteers 
Carol Dimentri is our volunteer 
of the month and has been with us 
for several years. Not many people 
know who she is because she works 
those quiet Sunday mornings when 
the ranch is closed. Carol is one of 
our most dedicated, hard-working 
volunteers and we so appreciate her 
efforts and positive attitude. She 
always has a smile on her face and is 
a joy to work with. For a long time, 
Carol worked on her own and we are happy to say she now 
has a few helpers. She has gained knowledge and experience 
working with the horses and is also taking advantage of 
our lesson program to gain even more horse experience. 
     Michael Roberts 
loves working at
LCR every 
Wednesday. He 
is  privileged to be 
home schooled by 
his mother, Luann, 
who also volunteers 
on Wednesdays and 
worked LCR into 
a fun part of their 
school curriculum. 
Michael started two 
years ago and now, at
age 11, can clean stalls, wash water tubs, rake the ring – most 
any chores. But he’s happiest on top of a big pile of screenings 
with a shovel, digging out the ditches to keep the water 
flowing, oiling squeaky wheels on wheelbarrows and working 
on just about anything mechanical. He is always willing and 
ready to help. He and the horses get along great, although 
Sabisan thought he was a toy once when he wore a yellow 
raincoat. He and Velvet had a mutual admiration; she enjoyed 
his grooming and he enjoyed her rides as we readied her for 
adoption. Now he and Mason may be working on something, 
and of course, he and Stella have clicked. Michael also loves 
rabbits and hopes to adopt one soon, now that he and his 
dad have finished the hutch they built together. Just ask him 
about it and check out that big smile.
     Carol and Michael, we are blessed to have you.

Blossom is a very personable little girl, open to anything 
and the possibilities are endless. She is friendly, charming, 
nosey, and people oriented. She needs someone with 
knowledge and experience working with youngsters to 
continue teaching her good manners and behavior. She is a 
clean slate waiting for someone to write a lifetime of love and 
affection on her soul.

Photo courtesy of Mary Jane Parrish

is, therefore, vital that reassurance be given to the horse if 
you are to prevent a panic reaction triggered purely by its 
inherent instincts. 
 Consistency of different people who handle many horses 
can still establish the committed relationship enough to 
make it more pleasurable and safer for the horses, as well 
as the human. In addition, horses have no concept of time; 
they have no agenda. Any work we ask them to do must be 
done on their time, so it may take as long as it takes. If you 
are pushed for time and feel you have one hour at lunch to 
care for, groom, ride and bond with your horse because you 
have a deadline, you are mistaken to think you are actually 
bonding and forming a relationship. Your horse has viewed 
you as a chore, with no fun or benefit to him.
 If we can make the “Horse World” a better place for the 
horse, then it can be a better place for the human as well. 
Take notice; it is referred to it as the “Horse World” and not 
the “Human World”. All too often we try to force the horse 
to fit into our world, instead of trying to be a part of his. If 
we can make it fun for the horse and make everything a game 
instead of work, it may turn out to fun for us as well.    

In future issues: Horse Watching
Part 2: He runs away when I come in the field, how do I 
catch him? You don’t, you let him catch you.
Part 3: What to do with a biting or pushy horse?

Horse Watching Continued from pg. 5



LCR Survey
There are many ways that you can help Last Chance Ranch. We rely on your gifts of money and time 
to help us care for and continue to rescue equines. Help us help them. Please complete this page and 
mail it to Last Chance Ranch, 9 Beck Rd., Quakertown, PA 18951. Please print

___ Yes, I will help. Enclosed is my tax-deductible financial gift.
       (Please make check payable to Last Chance Ranch.)

 ___ $35    ___$50    $___100    ___ $200    ____$300    ____ Other _____________

___ Yes, I will sponsor a horse monthly. Please send me a sponsor packet. 

___ Yes, I will volunteer. New volunteer orientation meetings are held on the first Saturday of every month  
        at 10 a.m. at the ranch. Junior Club is the first Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. Opportunities include:

 __ construction __ office  __maintenance  __ landscaping   __ grooming   __ barn help
     
 __ horsemanship instructors   __ Other __________________________________________________ 

____ No, I can’t help at this time, but I will answer your survey.

1. Where did you obtain this newsletter? _______________________________________________________

2. Comments _____________________________________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Additional information you would like to see ___________________________________________________

4. Are you currently on our mailing list ?    ___ Yes    ____ No

5. How did you hear about LCR? _____________________________________________________________

6.  If not on our mailing list, and would like to be, or if your address has changed or you have a friend who   
     would like to be on our mailing list, please complete the information below.

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________  
  Street      City    State  Zip

Email _________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________

Is your group looking for something to do?
Do you need a community service project?
Want to help a good cause?
Want to organize a fundraiser to help the horses?
Have no time, but still want to help? You or your 
group can make a general contribution to all the 
horses or pick one specifically for sponsorship.

•
•
•
•
•

Please visit us. We’re open 
to visitors on Saturdays,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Please 
note that new volunteer 
orientation meetings are 
held on the first Saturday of 
every month at 10 a.m. at LCR).
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New beginnings
for rescued horses 

Last Chance Ranch, Inc.
9 Beck Rd.
Quakertown, PA 18951

Updates

Whoeeze (above, left) was recently returned to LCR due 
to personal issues within his placement family. This is a great 
horse waiting for a permanent home with someone willing 
to give him lots of love and attention. You will be rewarded 
with a friendly, attentive, respectful friend for life. Whoeeze 
is so gentle and personable that we’ve used him for beginner 
lessons on a few occasions since his return. This is one 
handsome guy.
Kidd Stanton has been started in Natural Horsemanship 
and would be great for a seasoned rider looking for more of a 
challenge on the trails. He has a lot of spirit and energy. Kidd 
is also a very handsome flashy horse and has been waiting a 
long time for the right human to call his own. He will need to 
be in a pasture with a turn-out shed as he is not comfortable 
in a stall.

Woody is a 
former hunter/
jumper with more 
go than whoa.  
He prefers an 
experienced rider 
and will make a 
great trail horse 
for someone 
looking for more 
than just a casual 
stroll through the 
woods.

Karma (left) is 
two-years-old and 
is looking for that 
special someone 
to take her home 
and work with 
her until she is 
big enough to 
be introduced to 
riding.



WANTED
Cowboys, Cowgirls and Young’uns

to attend

Last Chance Ranch
7th Annual

“Open House &
Family Fun Day”

Saturday, Sept. 16, 2006
10 am-4 pm

Raindate Sept. 23, 2006

Concession Stand
Continental Breakfast:
 Coffee • Donuts • Bagels
 Lunch: Pizza • Hot Dogs • Snacks • Drinks

Carriage Rides • Horse Demonstrations
 Prizes • Games • Raffles
Face Painting
 Have fun taking a Pony Ride
Clowns and Special Guests to entertain
 and make you smile
Enjoy Music • Fun • Laughter
 And much more . . .
Proceeds help rescue horses
Help spread our “Open House” news by printing

10 flyers and posting at your local stores.

Info or Directions
www.lastchanceranch.org
(215) 538-2510

Last Chance Ranch
9 Beck Rd., Quakertown, PA

Last Chance Ranch 
Open House

Coupon
Good for one

Free Drink

Sept. 16, 2006


