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for rescued horses 

Our Mission Statement
Last Chance Ranch Equine Rescue (LCR) is a 100% volunteer, non-profit 
(501c3) organization rescuing and rehabilitating horses. LCR provides a safe 
and secure refuge for slaughter bound, abused, unwanted or neglected 
equines. LCR rehabilitates physical and psychological issues and places 
them into new homes where they receive the treatment and care they deserve.

Angel Wings Award given
to Barry Scarborough

If horses could 
choose their 
own farrier they 

would, I believe, 
choose Barry 
Scarborough.
Barry has been our 
farrier at LCR for 
more years than 
he would probably 
care to count and 
he has devoted 
countless hours of 
volunteer service to 
the care of LCR’s 
horses. Barry 
practices natural 
Barefoot Trim 
methods and also 
practices Natural 
Horsemanship. In 
fact, “natural” is a very fitting description of Barry. He has a 
calm ease around horses that they just seem to sense. He never 
gets angry, upset, frustrated, or impatient with a horse; he 
gives them as much time as they need to get comfortable.
 It has been my privilege to assist Barry on many occasions 
and in one pasture in particular the horses practically wait in line 
to get their trim. They stand calm and relaxed and quite a few 
doze off while he is doing their trims. We have recommended 
Barry to everyone that contacts us seeking help with trimming 
their horse’s feet, and there have been many. Unfortunately 
that has left him a little over booked so we have to wait our 
turn when it comes to getting feet done at LCR. Even so, 
Barry is always there when we have an emergency situation 
and does everything in his power to save a horse’s feet.
 Barry, we are blessed to have you with us. Words cannot 
express how much we appreciate your dedication to LCR’s 
horses and I know if horses could talk they would be thanking 

you too. The Angel’s Wings Annual Award is given to those 
who have gone above and beyond for the horses of Last 
Chance Ranch. Our third Annual Award goes to Barry 
Scarborough with our heartfelt gratitude.

It is with profound 
sadness I must 
report the passing of 
Salem. This majestic 
and stoic gelding 
touched the hearts 
of many at LCR.  
He endured a no-
holds-barred battle 
to save him, but in 
the end just did not 
have the strength to 
continue. Salem was 
such a personable 
and friendly guy, 
always glad to see 
you and always 
appreciated a good 
grooming session or 
massage. He was a great listener and held every secret in the 
greatest confidence. He would nod his head in agreement or 
commiserate with a low rumbling nicker. Lori called me 
that Thursday and asked me to come over, look at Salem, see 
what I thought. These decisions are extremely hard, and it helps 
to have support to give you the strength to make those choices. I 
stood with Salem in his stall, watched him looking out the stall 
door. He stood with his head on my shoulder and I asked him a 
question. “You’re leaving us, aren’t you?”  He nodded his head.  I 
hugged him and scratched his favorite spots. Later that evening 
we got the email, Salem had passed on his own.

You’re leaving us, aren’t you?
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Quarter horses seized
Lori McCutcheon-Benetz and Christine Baringer are both 
certified HPO officers sponsored by Last Chance Ranch 
Equine Rescue. They cover humane calls in three counties 
including Montgomery, Northampton, and Bucks. Being 
a certified Humane Officer requires hours of training and 
testing and an ability to stomach the sometimes horrid 
conditions of the animals they are called on to investigate. 
Recently they were asked to check the condition of several 
horses and the end result was the seizure and eventual signing 
over to LCR of four wonderful Quarter Horses. While details 
of this case cannot be made public while the case is still 
pending in court, we wanted to show you what can be hidden 
behind the barn doors.
 Please, if you suspect neglect, abuse, or mistreatment of 
an animal in your area, contact your local authorities and ask 
them to check on the animals in question. Your name is never 
given to the person(s) in question and you may be saving an 
animal from a miserable existence. 

Before and after: 
This poor gelding 
was covered in 
a thick crust of 
dried manure 
and urine that 
took hours to 
scrub clean. The 
work was well 
worth the effort 
and resulted in a 
beautiful horse. 
We know the 
horse felt much 
better, too.

Placements
Most of the equines that we rescue will eventually 
become available for adoption and can lead very giving 
and productive lives. Adoption rules and applications 
are available upon request. It is recommended that 
you volunteer or visit several times prior to adopting 
so that we can match you with an appropriate equine. 
Assistance and training is available for the novice 
adopter. Applicants are thoroughly screened and 
follow-ups continue throughout the life of the animal. 
There is an adoption fee which enables us to recover 
some of our expenses. For more information on LCR 
rescues visit www.lastchanceranch.org.

Updates
Throughout “Hoofbeats” you will see Updates which 
features horses currently in our care, available for 
adoption or with their new family. 

This sweet little 
mare spent her 
days laying 
in filth. Her 
feet were so 
overgrown and 
sore she only 
got up to eat and 
drink. Her stall 
door had to be 
removed to get 
her out. Amazing 
what a bath, a 
trim, fresh air, 
and clean hay 
can do for a 
horse.



Printed for friends of Last Chance Ranch.
Matters of interest and comments are welcome and may be sent 

to: Last Chance Ranch
 9 Beck Road, Quakertown, PA 18951
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www.lastchanceranch.org 

lbenetz@lastchanceranch.org

LCR exists primarily on donations from individuals and
businesses. Donations to LCR are tax deductible under

IRS Tax Code 501(c)3.
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Update: Mason and Thistle settle into their new home 
By Tom and Lynn Barron

We have always wanted to have our own horses, and 
2007 was the year our dream came true. At the 
January farm show in Harrisburg, we made our 

first purchases, a manure spreader and a 3-stall + tack room 
barn from Horizon structures and by early summer, we were 
ready. We knew we would adopt from a rescue organization, 
as has been our practice with our many beloved greyhounds 
over the years, and an array of cats. We had read about Last 
Chance Ranch and visited at their open houses each year. 
Tom browsed the web site daily and became enamored with 
an appaloosa named Willie. 
     Over several visits to LCR, we concluded that Tom’s first 
choice, Willie the appaloosa, was much too small for his large 
frame. But we did not feel bad since Willie was well on his 
way to his own successful adoption. After riding and bonding 
sessions, we selected our new babies. Mason is a 10-year-old 
Belgian Draft, about 2000 pounds, unloved shy guy who was 
probably treated harshly as a working farm animal. Thistle is 
a 1500-pound draft/QH cross, about 13, who was worked 
hard as a carriage horse. She is very social and confident, with 
a beautiful large head. 
     On a perfect summer Friday afternoon, July 27, 2007, 
Lori’s big truck and horse trailer arrived in our front yard. It 
was a big “welcome home” celebration for Mason and Thistle. 
The LCR crew stayed with us for a couple of hours, giving us 
advice on feeding and watering, and acclimating the horses 
to the rich grass we had at the time (all gone now!). The LCR 
ladies wished us the best and left us to our first weekend as 
horse owners. 
     Mason and Thistle were new to each other, to us, and to 
their new surroundings. Tom recalled that someone said, 
once a horse is not afraid it is very curious. We all spent time 
being curious; Tom, Lynn, the greyhounds, the seven cats, 
and of course Mason and Thistle. It was a wonderful time. 
We realized our dream and shared it with all our animals. All 
curious. All accepting. 
 We spent every free moment with the animals. We wanted 
our brood to accept the horses and of course we wanted 

Mason and Thistle to 
know that they had 
found their “Forever 
Farm.” We always 
tell our new family 
that this is their 
“Forever Farm.” No 
more insecurity, no 
more abuse, no more 
uncertainty, a home 
forever. 
     Most days Tom is 
up at 5 a.m. to feed 
and water the biggest 
of babies. On some weekends Lynn steps in to give Tom an 
extra hour or two of sleep. We really enjoy our weekends. 
Friends think we’re nuts. We enjoy mucking and being with 
our big babies. It’s physical, honest work and it’s appreciated 
by our horses. We believe that they know us and love us. 
When we approach the paddock we are welcomed by happy 
nickering. We are followed. When we point to the stalls they 
go willingly. How could it be any better than this? It can’t. We 
are learning about their strengths and their fears as, we’re sure, 
they are learning of ours. Mason and Thistle are family now 
and they know it. We’re all still living, learning together, and 
loving every minute of it.
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Why did LCR start rescuing
small pets? Meet Einstein
Starting Weight: less than 9 pounds  Current Weight: about 20 pounds
Favorite Hobbies: eating, chasing kitties, chewing, and waiting for the school bus.
Einstein was approximately four months old when he was picked up as a stray and 
taken to a kill shelter. He was emaciated, sick, thoroughly matted, and filthy. This is a 
baby that should have been in a warm loving home, not wandering the streets slowly 
starving to death. Einstein is one of the lucky ones to find that warm loving home that 
all pets hope for. Small companion animals like Einstein are why we do what we do.

Shown here are just a few of our small 
companions. Please email lbenetz@
lastchanceranch.org or call the Last 
Chance Ranch office at (215) 538-
2510 or visit our website for updated 
information, availability, and appoint-
ment scheduling. 

Libby is a beautiful Siamese snowshoe 
~1-2 years old. She is a little nervous 
right now in her new surroundings 
but comes around quickly with some 
sweet talk and gentle handling. She 
wants to be an indoor kitty but needs 
help with learning to use a litter box.

Pretty Girl was dumped at the shelter 
when her owner passed away and 
no one in her family wanted to care 
for her. She is afraid of dogs but may 
come around with a dog that is cat 
friendly.(won’t chase).

Sinatra is an adorable little guy, all 
white with pretty blue eyes. He likes to 
suckle on fingers, shirts, anything he 
can get his mouth on. So cute!

Bambi (above) is a very shy little gal, 
she needs a nice warm home ASAP! 
She lets you handle her and pick her 
up, though she is a little nervous, she 
comes around quickly. We think Bambi 
is around 6 years old. She needs a 
dental cleaning badly so it is hard to 
tell. We will have a better idea of her 
age after that is done.

Simon is ~2 years old, loves car rides 
and going for walks. He gets along 
with cats, other dogs, and loves kids. 
He arrived at LCR very undernour-
ished, full of fleas, sick and stressed.  
He has a fatty cyst on his tail that will 
always be there and never cause him 
any harm.  He may have a collapsing 
trachea, which should not cause him 
any ill effects unless he is walked in a 
choke collar or tied outside (believed 
it may have been caused by being 
tied out). Simon was not well cared 
for in his former life, he is looking for 
a loving home that will give him lots of 
TLC, lap time, and never be tied out 
again. He is almost 100% healthy and 
with a few months of consistent loving 
care and a new home he’ll be good as 
new. Simon needs nothing more than 
someone to love him and cherish his 
special loving personality.

Please see more pets, page 9
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Coco (above)  is a very pretty long 
hair Calico around 10 years old. After 
years in the same home with the same 
loving owner she suddenly found 
herself unwanted and uprooted when 
her owner passed away. Her owner’s 
family was going to euthanize this 
poor baby! Coco is very scared and 
needs a home to live out the rest of 
her golden years.

Faith is doing quite well. She has 
gained a few pounds and is turning 
into quite the lap warmer! She loves 
attention and snuggling into a nice 
warm blanket. She walks nicely on a 
leash and does her business outside 
when taken out routinely. She’s a real 
sweetie pie.
    We’re not sure what the breed mix 
is with this little girl. We do know she 
has suffered horribly. She was so 
matted she could not separate her 
front legs. She had very sore feet 
and had wounds on three of her four 
paws. She got a thorough clipping 
and wagged her tail through the 
whole thing, this is one sweet little girl 
that still has faith after enduring so 
much.

Lance (above) is around 1-2 years 
old.  He is most likely a shep/retriever 
mix. Lance is medium-size, active 
dog and loves attention. He plays too 
rough with small animals so he should 
have a home with no smaller pets.

Our companion animals are looking for a home

Ava (above) is a 
very happy-go-
lucky dog. She is 
going blind at only 
around 3 years 
old and she is oh 
so sweet.  She is 
very relaxed and 
does not seem 
to be bothered 
by anything, 
follows right 
along wherever 
you ask her to 
go.  She cuddles 
right up to you 
and her fur is so 
soft! She loves a 
good roll in the 
grass and that 
cutie smile never 
leaves her face.

Nate Eberly, Pres.              www.EberlyBarns.net

EBERLY BARNS Inc.

Horse Barns/Run-in-Sheds
Quality Custom Built

Sales and Delivery                     Fully Licensed and insured
(717) 391-7808                   560 Willow Rd
(717) 391-7806 (Fax)                           Lancaster, PA 17601

Snuggles the 
Bunny, Sweet
Tweet Parakeets, 
and Cacciatore,
the chicken  are 
all part of the 
menagerie of pets 
waiting for homes 
at LCR.

Dogs are getting placed quickly and new dogs are 
coming in every week. Check our website for current 
information on availability and progress of these pets.



6

Stocking stuffers for your horse enthusiast

LCR Ball Cap Navy, Green, or Black 
Trim. Support our favorite team. $15

LCR Keychain Navy, Black, or Red 
Metal. 2.5X2.5 inch $4

LCR Sew-On 
Patch (below)
2.5 inch. $3

LCR 
Rescue 
Pin,
2-inch, 
white 
w/black 
lettering
$1

LCR poly bracelet, one size fits all, 
black and white with imprint of Help 
Rescue Horses, our horse head logo 
and website. $2      

Holiday Gift Order Form

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

Phone (if we have question about order) ___________________________
  Qty.
Tote Bag $12     ___
Drawstring Bag $8 ___
2008 Calendar $12 ___
Car Magnet  $5  ___ Send SASE-Business size please
Rescue Pin  $1       ___ Send SASE
Ball Cap  $15   ___ __ Navy   __ Green   __ Black
Sew-On Patch $3 ___ Send SASE
Keychain  $4   ___ __ Navy   __ Red   __ Black (SASE)
Bracelet  $2   ___ Send SASE
Youth T-shirt   $15    ___ __ S __M   __L                        
Adult T-shirt $15    ___ __ S __M   __L   __ XL
Sweatshirt $20 ___ __ S __M   __L   __ XL
Jacket $40 ___ Adult size only

 $______ Subtotal
 
 $______ Add $2 shipping/handling for each
  T-shirt, sweatshirt, jacket or bear.
 $______  TOTAL

Thank you for your order. Proceeds benefit Last Chance Ranch.

Make check  
payable to 

LCR
and mail with 

completed 
form to

LCR
9 Beck Rd. 

Quakertown
PA 18951

Tote Bag $12

LCR Drawstring Bag $8

Order your LCR 2008 Calendar here! See pg. 9 for more information

Last Chance 
Ranch Magnet
$5
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Give a Horse as a Gift
Have you, or someone you know, always wanted 
to own a horse – but couldn’t? We have a solution 
that makes a wonderful gift for any occasion and
helps the horses so desperately in need. As winter 
and the holidays approach once again, we are
gathering all our resources to help survive the cold 
months and harsh season ahead. We have developed 
an opportunity for you to help and participate in our 
efforts with a tax-deductible donation, which, in turn, 
is our gift to you. We are offering, for a one-time fee 
of $55, a chance to sponsor the horse of your choice. 
When you sponsor your favorite Last Chance Ranch 
equine for yourself, a family member, or a friend, you 
help share in the care. Your tax-deductible support 
helps offset the cost of food, shelter, enrichment
programs and medical care for your new friend.

This makes a wonderful gift that can be given to 
anyone, old or young, brother or sister, niece or 
nephew, and especially those who you can just never 
find the right gift. Kids especially will love the gift of 
having a horse to call their own – minus the chores.

For each $55 sponsorship, you will receive not only 
the good feeling that comes from helping a very 
special animal in need, but also:
 • Certificate of adoption with a photo of your
  chosen animal.
 • Ribbon Rescue Magnet, Keychain or Bracelet   
  (please specify on order form).
 • Specific information on your chosen horse
 • A personalized card from your new equine friend.
 • Receive quarterly newsletter “Hoofbeats.”

Add a Rescue Magnet Ribbon for $5, a LCR Bracelet 
for $2, LCR T-Shirt for an additional $15, Sweatshirt 
for $20 or Jacket for $40 (see photos on pg. 6).

Donations directly help the equines in need. All fees 
include shipping and handling. Please complete the 
order form on this page, make your check or money 
order payable to Last Chance Ranch, and send it to 
LCR, 9 Beck Rd., Quakertown, PA 18951.

Thank you for your ongoing support shown to the 
equines at LCR.

Special occasion or holiday gift 

To receive this gift by Christmas, mail this form with 
payment no later than Dec. 17, 2007. All other orders 
are not guaranteed to arrive by Christmas, but may 
still be ordered for future gift ideas.

__________________________________________
Your name

__________________________________________
Phone

__________________________________________
Street Address

__________________________________________
City, State, Zip

__________________________________________
Email

Total number of sponsorships   _______
Amount enclosed at $55 ea.                         $ _______
Please add
Qty.
___  Ribbon Rescue Magnet ($5 ea.)  $______
___  T-Shirt ($15 ea.)   $______
___  Sweatshirt ($20 ea.)   $______
___  Jacket ($40 ea.)    $______
  (includes shipping/handling)
Enclosed is my additional donation  $______
     Total  $______

Please tell us the name/address of recipient(s) where you 
want your gift to be sent and the name of your chosen 
sponsored horse. Attach additional separate copies if more 
than one has been ordered.

___________________________________________
Sponsored Horse’s Name  (chosen from this newsletter or our website)

Check one:  ___Key Chain     ___ Ribbon Magnet    ___ Bracelet

___________________________________________
Name of Recepient

__________________________________________
Street Address

__________________________________________
City, State, Zip

__________________________________________
Email

Need additional order forms? Email sponsorship@
lastchanceranch.org, subject: “Gift Sponsor Forms” or write 
to us at 9 Beck Rd., Quakertown, PA, or call (215) 538-
2510.  
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Equine Sports Massage 
Therapy

Rebecca L. Murphy
Equine Sports Massage Therapist

Member I.A.A.M.T.

Serving the Bucks County Area
rlmesmt@yahoo.com

(215) 262-9868

Wish List 
If you have an item you wish 
to donate, please contact us at 
(215) 538-2510 or lbenetz@
lastchanceranch.org or bring the 
item to LCR on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays between 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Cat and dog carriers (all sizes)
Muck buckets
Plastic manure forks with handles
Horse Wormers (Zimectrin Gold, 
Ivermectin, Panicur, Safe-guard, 
Rotation1, Rotation 2, Quest Plus, 
Combo Care, Stongid)
Salt blocks- large 50lb blocks and 
small blocks for in stalls
Large Rubber Feed pans
Flat back water buckets
Horse Joint Supplements- liquid or dry
Weight builder for horses- liquid or dry
Hoof supplements-liquid or dry
dog leashes and collars
Longer lead lines for horses, at least 
9 foot
Bute
Antibiotics- Amoxicillin, Doxycycline, 
SMZ’s, Clavimox
Heartworm preventative for dogs- 
Heartguard Plus, Triheart Plus or 
generic
Spot on flea products for dogs and 
cats- Advantage, Frontline Plus, K-9 
Advantix
Gauze bandages
Sterile gauze pads, 4x4’s
Vet wrap
Horse grain
Pig food
Goat/sheep food
Rabbit food
Urinary Tract cat food
Dry Dog food
Clumping cat litter
3” long wood screws
3” long nails
Horse toys like jolly balls,
treat balls etc.
Light bulbs
Toilet paper
Paper towels
New Round Pen
Round Pen panels
Dog kennels or kennel panels
Wooden fence posts
Rough cut oak boards for fencing

Run-in sheds
Wheel Barrows
Copier in good working condition
4’ high no climb fence
3’ high no climb fence
Folding tables
Folding chairs
Folding picnic tables
Havaheart traps- cat sized on up to 
extra large
Folding dog crates
Cat Carriers
Hay
Double end hooks
Rechargeable drill and bits
Solar fence chargers (heavy duty)
All-weather hoses (100 ft or longer)
Hand truck
Round bale racks
Saddle racks (3 tier-heavy duty)
Halters-Parelli-style rope, break away,  
or leather
New hand tools (screwdrivers, 
wrenches, etc)
Heavy duty metal shelving for
office trailer
Manure spreader-preferably new
Dumpster service
Screenings
Clean fill
Daily office volunteer
Disposable Cameras for placed horse 
visits/documentation
Stamps
Ink Cartridges

What a great group of kids

These die-hard 
gals spent a wet 
wild Saturday 
in the pouring 
rain getting the 
chores done and 
keeping water 
from overflowing 
the barn. Pictured 
left to right are 
Jackie, Megan, 
Jamie, Lydia, 
Crystal, Shanley, 
and Kristen.

Comings and 
Goings
Moving in
 8-Ball
 Easy
 Nadine
 Dash
 Dale
Returning
 Jackson
 Tank

Moving out
 Autumn
 Cowboy
 Diesel
 Spanky
 Woody
 Trooper
 Lincoln
 Tango

Crossed the rainbow bridge
 Salem
 Emily
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Update: Maya is a
“A wonderful surprise”

I know you said if Maya didn’t work out we could send her 
back and try a different horse. Well, she is awesome! For 
a horse I never thought would be ridden, she has blown 

us away! Alex, our 12-year-old, has fallen in love with her 
and has been taking lessons every other day and he is really 
enjoying it. She is a kind and gentle horse, brimming with 
personality. Considering she was to be a pasture mate for 
Velvet, this was a wonderful surprise. Maya and Velvet have 
become best friends in a very short period of time! She is a 
wonderful companion to Velvet and is already becoming a 
wonderful guide horse for him at night when he makes his 
way from the lower pasture to the barn. He gently puts his 
nose on her tail and she guides him up the hill into his stall. 
Even though she has her own stall to hang out in she often 
chooses his so that she can stay close to him. She is an 
awesome horse and has quickly become a barn favorite. She 
is amazing and loves her life. I am currently working with 
her on natural horsemanship and she loves it. Take care and 
thank you for everything you do to help horses like Maya. We 
couldn’t part with her for all the tea in China. Thanks.

Greg and Susan

Maya’s new owners are thrilled with her and are currently 
working on natural horsemanship. 

Inside the Last 
Chance Ranch 
2008 wall calendar 
you will find fine 
art black & white 
photography 
capturing the 
poignant images 
of animals rescued 
by LCR. Photos 
of horses, dogs, 
and other animals, 
as well as a 
brief history, will 
provide inspiration 
throughout the year 
and at year’s end 
the photo pages 
would also look wonderful as framed art. These calendars 
make a beautiful gift that gives twice; they are a lovely and 
useful Christmas gift and all proceeds benefit the animals 
of Last Chance Ranch. Consider purchasing a number 
of calendars to give/sell at work, church, or other civic 
organizations. To order, please see page 6.

LCR 2008 calendar 
features rescued animals

Latest arrivals Meet Cookie (top left) 
female; Pooch (top right) male; ; Banjo (bottom left) male; 
and Collin (bottom right) male; all looking for a new home. 
Visit our website for more information 
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Horses can stand as short as 14.3 hands, or as tall as 
17.2 hands, but never 15.4 hands. Need a hand 
figuring this out?

Horses are measured from the ground to the middle of the 
“withers” (the highest part of the back, just between the 
shoulder blades) in “hands.”
 One hand is equal to 4 inches. The 
reason for this is that originally horses 
were measured by the width of a person’s 
hand which was approximately 4 inches, 
and by placing one hand on the ground, 
the other above it and moving the first 
hand over the second the horse could be measured.
 There are measuring devices on the market for horses that 
have hand and inches measurements marked on them. 
Some devices are rigid poles with short cross bars toward the 
top that can be raised or lowered to rest on a horse’s withers. 
These are very handy and give accurate measurements easily.
Another common device is a special tape measure with hands 
and inches marked on it. These are inexpensive and are 
accurate if the person doing the measuring makes sure to run 
the tape straight up and down, and to read the measurement 
at a level angle. 
 After you have measured your horse you will need to 
convert the results from inches to “hands.” Horse height is 
correctly referred to by a unit of measurement known as a 
“hand.” One hand is equal to four inches.  Once you have 
your results in inches you will divide that by four. Say you 
have measured your mare and she is 58 inches high. When 
58 is divided by 4, you have 14.5. The 14 is the number of 
hands, and the .5 means another half of a hand, or another 2 
inches. This means she is 14 and one-half hands tall.

Correctly Writing the Results
The correct way of writing “14 and one-half hands” is to 
write “14.2”. It is not correct to write it as “14.5”. When 
correctly written, the number before the period is the number 
of hands, and the number after the period is the remaining 
number of inches. The number after the period should NOT 
stand for a fraction. 
 Below are a few examples of how to correctly write down a 
horse’s height. Remember, the number in front of the period 
is for hands and the number after the period is the remaining 
inches.
• 15 This is a correct way of writing that a horse is
  15 hands tall 
• 15.0 Another correct way of writing that a horse is
  15 hands tall 
• 15.1 This is the correct way of writing that a horse is
  15 hands, 1 inch tall 
• 15.2 This is the correct way of writing that a horse is
  15 hands, 2 inches tall 
• 15.3 This is the correct way of writing that a horse is
  15 hands, 3 inches tall 
• 15.4  Wrong! This means that a horse is 15 hands,
  4 inches tall. Since a hand is equal to four inches,  
  this horse is actually 16 hands tall.
• 15.5  Wrong again! Some people incorrectly use the   
  number after the period to stand for fractions of 
  a hand, but it should stand for inches. So, some   
  people write "15.5" to mean 15 and a half hands,  
  but this should correctly be written as "15.2". 

There are a few ways to estimate your horse’s weight. One is 
by the use of a weight tape which has “pounds” marked on 
it, measuring the horse’s heart girth. The problem with the 
weight tapes is they do not take into consideration the height 
or length of your horse. 
Another method is: 
• Measure the    
 circumference (girth) 
• Measure the length of   
 body (point of shoulder  
 to point of butt) 
• Formula: girth x girth x  
 length divided by 300 +  
 50 = weight. 
This formula should bring 
you within 3% of your horse’s actual weight. Knowing the 
weight of your horse is important for feeding, medicating, 
treating, and determining what size rider your horse can carry.

Determining horse weight

Measuring the height of a horse

Need a hand 

figuring this 

out?



11

Rather than choose an adult and a junior volunteer for this 
issue we are recognizing Ryan Jones this holiday season. We 
enjoyed Ryan’s time with us and are so proud of him for 
choosing to serve our country in the armed forces. Ryan 
left for basic training at the end of August and sent us the 
following letter before leaving. God Bless you and keep you 
safe Ryan!
Dear Last Chance Ranch,
    I was hoping that I could come today to help with feeding 
before leaving for Air Force basic training on Monday, however 
my grandfather has been in the hospital and since he will be 
in the hospital till I leave and beyond I 
wanted to spend today  with him. 
   While I am excited to be going and 
starting a new phase of my life, there 
are things I have to give up, at least 
temporarily. One of them is coming to 
LCR and caring for the horses that have 
truly touched my heart and been a part of 
my life for over a year now. I thank you 
all for the opportunity to work with you 
and to learn from you in how to care for 
horses and I hope that one day I am able 
to have horses of my own – that’s on my 
to do list for sure.
   This year has been up and down for 
me but one thing that has always remained a bright spot and 
a highlight each week for me has been coming to LCR and 
taking care of the horses. Whatever was going on in my life, 
I was able to forget it when I stepped out of my car, and my 
total focus was on the horses, and that is something that I will 
never forget. I know I will miss my family, but over the last 
few weeks, knowing I would have to give up something that 
has become such a part of me, started to enter my mind.
   I just really wanted to thank everyone for giving me the 
opportunity to volunteer and be a part of LCR. I hope to 
come back and visit whenever I can. Thanks to you, I was 
able to experience how wonderful horses are and what gentle 
animals they are. Touching my forehead to theirs was truly an 
experience, and one I won’t ever forget.      Ryan

Under sunshine and blue skies, our annual Open House was 
a huge success. A special thank you to all of our wonderful 
volunteers that put in their time and energy to make this 
happen. What a wonderful day with beautiful weather and 
great friends! We had so many things going on at once, kids 
playing games, B-104 radio was here, pony rides, Brad Wiley 
and his fantastic creations (some made from the shoes of LCR 
horses!), catching up with old friends and making new ones.  
The Gilbert family performed and sang some great tunes 
(we want you booked all day for next year!)  Everyone loved 
seeing the animals and the dogs were wiped out by the end of 
the day from all the play time and attention they got. Raffle 
baskets, horse plop bingo, massage demos, dental care demos, 
bake sales, food, fun, music– what a blast.
 Special thanks to sponsors: Fitness Factory Outlet, Merrill 
Lynch, Delaware Valley Packaging Group. Gabriele Kiesel. 
Quakertown National Bank, Penn Stainless Products, Ford 
Plumbing and Heating; and our donors: Full Moon Rentals, 
Nestle Pure Life, Ziegler’s Apple Cider, Coopersburg Medical 
Associates, and Asphalt Maintenance Solutions.

Volunteer spotlight

Thanks to you, 

I was able to 

experience how 

wonderful 

horses are 

and what 

gentle animals 

they are. 

Open House was success
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Your purchase of a $20 raffle ticket will help Last 

Chance Ranch in their efforts to save even more 

animals from unwarranted euthanization by expanding 

the existing facility to a recently purchased 25 acre 

tract of land directly across the street from the current 

facility. Clip and complete the coupon and mail it, 

along with the cost of the raffle ticket ($20) to Last 

Chance Ranch, 9 Beck Road, Quakertown, PA  18951. 

Checks can be made payable to Last Chance Ranch. 

All proceeds benefit Last Chance Ranch. Deadline 

for entry is April 26, 2008. Drawing will be held April 

26, 2008 at LCR’s annual Spring Fling. Winner will 

be contacted immediately after drawing. Date of trip 

subject to resort availability. Chances of winning 

depend on number of tickets sold. (Limit 2,000) 

Enclose self-addressed stamped envelope for receipt.

Go to www.anguillaguide.com for more island info.

Experience 

cerulean blue 

views from 

a distance 

and crystal 

clear water 

in the palm 

of your hand, 

along with air 

fragrant with 

plumeria and 

bougainvillea 

blossoms.

Caribbean Trip
Official Entry Form

Deadline for entry is April 26, 2008

Please print

Name ______________________________________

Address  ____________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

Email:  ______________________________________

___  Enclosed is $20. Check or money order made  
 payable to Last Chance Ranch. 

Mail to: Last Chance Ranch
  9 Beck Road, Quakertown, PA  18951

Last Chance Ranch is hosting a fundraiser trip give-away
• Seven days and six nights stay for two on the glorious white sand  
 beach of Mead’s Bay, Anguilla at Turtles Nest Beach Resort 
• Airfare for two to the neighboring island of St. Maarten.
• Boat charter service from St Maarten to Anguilla (20 min. boat ride)
• Daily maid service
• Meals, gratuities and expenses not included
• No cash dividend for this trip

Win a trip for two to the beautiful
Caribbean island of Anguilla,
British West Indies
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Update

Now we can see
Special thanks to George and Charlie for installing electric 
service in the ISO shed. Thanks guys, you’re awesome. There 
is now an outside switch which will put the three lights on in 
the three stalls and then there are three outlets, one in each 
stall. 

Horses shown here have just been 
acquired. Immediate right is Dale, 
a Clydesdale; the other drafts were 
purchased at auction. For more 
information go to our website or email  
lbenetz@lastchanceranch.org

Barry Scarborough
Farrier

Specializing in
  • Barefoot Trimming
  • Founder Maintenance
  • Hoof Care

Call  (215) 257-4238
  (610) 905-8317

Just nosin’ around at LCR



Lasting Memories Order Form
To raise funds for development of our newly purchased expansion property, LCR is offering an opportunity to 
memorialize your loved one or special occasion forever on a beautiful plaque. The Perpetual Memory Plaque 
will be placed at the entrance of the new barn upon completion.

Name as you want it to appear on plaque

________________________________________________________________________________________
You may also specify a special occasion: Birthday, Wedding, Anniversaries, Birth, Death, Thank You, Graduation

Dated:____________/________/___________ to ____________/________/___________
      Month             Day  Year     Month             Day  Year

Please check one:

____ Use standard inscription: In loving memory of_____________________________________________,   
 gone but never forgotten. To honor your life and help save the lives of others.
OR
____  Print your own Inscription below in 25 words or less.

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Please check one:  

____ $30 Brass Plate on our Perpetual Memory Plaque

____ $60 5x7 Wooden Plaque

____ $100 7x9 Wood Plaque

____ $150 8x10 Wood Plaque

____ $500 7x9 Corian Plaque

Your Information

Name___________________________________________________________________________________

Phone________________________________________ E-mail_____________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________________________ State______ Zip Code____________

For individual plaques, please check one of the options below.

____   Please call me to pick up my plaque when it is ready.

____   Please display my plaque in your new building when completed.

Please call (215) 538-2510 for larger donations 
to name a stall or kennel to memorialize your 
loved one or special occasion.

Please complete this form
and mail it to:

 Last Chance Ranch
9 Beck Rd.

Quakertown, PA 18951
Thank you! 
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LCR Survey
There are many ways that you can help Last Chance Ranch. We rely on your gifts of money and time 
to help us care for and continue to rescue equines. Help us help them. Please complete this page and 
mail it to Last Chance Ranch, 9 Beck Rd., Quakertown, PA 18951. Please print

___ Yes, I will help. Enclosed is my tax-deductible financial gift.
       (Please make check payable to Last Chance Ranch.)

 ___ $35    ___$50    $___100    ___ $200    ____$300    ____ Other _____________

___ Yes, I will sponsor a horse monthly. Please send me a sponsor packet. 

___ Yes, I will volunteer. New volunteer orientation meetings are held on the first Saturday of every month  
        at 10 a.m. at the ranch. Junior Club meets the first Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. Teen Club meets   
        every second Saturday from 1-3 p.m. Opportunities include:

 __ construction __ office  __maintenance  __ landscaping   __ grooming   __ barn help
     
 __ horsemanship instructors  __help with dogs/cats   __ Other __________________________________

____ No, I can’t help at this time, but I will answer your survey.

1. Where did you obtain this newsletter? _______________________________________________________

2. Comments _____________________________________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Additional information you would like to see ___________________________________________________

4. Are you currently on our mailing list ?    ___ Yes    ____ No

5. How did you hear about LCR? _____________________________________________________________

6.  If not on our mailing list, and would like to be, or if your address has changed or you have a friend who   
     would like to be on our mailing list, please complete the information below.

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________  
  Street      City    State  Zip

Email _________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________

Is your group looking for something to do?
Do you need a community service project?
Want to help a good cause?
Want to organize a fundraiser to help the horses?
Have no time, but still want to help? You or your 
group can make a general contribution to all the 
horses or pick one specifically for sponsorship.

•
•
•
•
•

Please visit us. We’re open 
to visitors on Saturdays,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Please 
note that new volunteer 
orientation meetings are 
held on the first Saturday of 
every month at 10 a.m. at LCR).
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New beginnings
for rescued horses 

Last Chance Ranch, Inc.
9 Beck Rd.
Quakertown, PA 18951

Update

Cheech is just the sweetest little horse. Impeccable ground 
manners, very patient, and loves a good grooming. He 
seems quiet under saddle, but we will be doing an in 
depth evaluation when he returns from Graterford in the 
spring.  Cheech is around 24 years young.

Tank has spent the last few years at a therapeutic riding 
facility in south Jersey. Due to circumstances beyond their 
control, this wonderful facility had to close their doors and 
Tank was returned to us. He has been through the rigors of 
therapy horse testing and passed with flying colors. Tank 
is looking for a nice home where he can do an occasional 
trail ride and make someone very happy. Tank is ~16 years 
young.

Last Chance Ranch does not share, sell, or otherwise disclose 
information regarding our mailing recipients.  We pride 
ourselves in keeping our members’ information private.
    Have you seen our petlist scroller?  Go to our adoption 
corral and scroll down to view our Petfinder.com scrollers for 
dogs/cats/horses.  Have a website?  Email brozfam2@verizon.
net with SCROLLER in the subject line for information on 
how to add our scroller to your site and help promote our 
available pets!  We can provide the scroller in smaller sizes, 
with just dogs, just cats, just horses, or with all the LCR 

available pets. Scrollers also come in blue, khaki, or classic 
Petfinder yellow styles.
     Or consider a featured pet module; The Petfinder Featured 
Pet Module allows you to promote homeless pets from 
shelters and rescue groups from across the country, your state, 
or from specific rescue groups in your community. The pets 
are selected from the geographic region or shelter(s) that you 
choose and then shown randomly. Your community loves to 
see that you are helping homeless pets.

Have you seen our petlist scroller?


