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Horses need a dentist? Why? Ask these questions in 
the vicinity of Sam Albanese and you’re likely to 
get an informal lecture with info on everything 

from how a horse chews its’ food and why domestic horses 
need dental care to the technical names of every tooth, 
their purpose, what condition they are in, and what tools 
are needed to correct any issues in the horses mouth. Molar 
planes, points, hooks, ramps, waves, steps, angles, ridges, caps 
and the right rasps to remedy every issue will all become clear 
when you invite Sam over for a few dental appointments!
 Sam has been providing dental care to our horses for 
about five years and we are always grateful for the time he 
spends here. Equally important is his willingness to explain 
what he is doing to anyone that asks. He will spend as much 
time explaining the importance of equine dental care to a 
child as to an adult, believing everyone should be aware of the 
reasons horses need a dentist and what the dentist is doing 
when they examine their horse. Sam is great with our guys 
and girls, always patient, always relaxed, always kind to the 
horses he is working on, and always explaining exactly what 
he is doing and why. If you’re looking for an equine dental 
care provider please consider giving Sam a call, his business 
card is listed in this newsletter on page 3, you’ll be glad you 
did and so will your horse.

Equine Dentist Sam Albanese receives Annual Angel Wings Award

Pawprints & Feathers

 Sam, we are so glad we found you. You’ve taught us all 
so much about a horse’s mouth and the importance of good 
dental care. It’s amazing to see how fast a neglected skinny 
horse goes from thin to fat after your visits, proving dental 
care is an absolute necessity when considering the health plan 
of your horse.
 The Annual Angel Wings Award is given to those who go 
above and beyond for the horses of Last Chance Ranch. This 
year’s award goes with grateful admiration to Sam Albanese, 
our equine dental care provider. Thanks Sam!

Mission Statement
Last Chance Ranch Animal Rescue, Inc. (LCR) is 
a public volunteer, non-profit (501c3) organization 
rescuing and rehabilitating horses and domestic 
companion animals. Last Chance Ranch Animal 
Rescue is dedicated to promoting and educating the 
public to humane and responsible treatment of horses, 
ponies, donkeys, and mules (equines) and other 
domestic companion animals. Last Chance Ranch, Inc. 
(LCR) provides a safe and secure refuge for abused, 
unwanted or neglected animals. LCR rehabilitates the 
physical and psychological issues of these rescued 
animals and places them into new homes where 
they receive the love they deserve. Our follow-up 
program ensures their continued well being. LCR is 
also affiliated with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture and the United States Humane Society 
and has educated and appointed two Humane Society 
Police Officers.

Inside
 • Season of hope that will last
  throughout the year
 • Updates featuring horses currently in our care or
  available for adoption.
 •  Sponsor a horse for Christmas! 
 •  Pets are awaiting adoption. Check our
  website for many more.
 • Economic crunch affecting LCR
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Golf Cart comes in handy
Megan, Flash and Jackie take a ride in a golf cart donated 
by Stephen Kiszely. The addition of the cart has been a 
blessing to our volunteers who use it daily; it has come in 
handy at events as well. We are grateful for the generosity 
of Mr. Kiszely, not just for the cart, but for his tireless 
support of his granddaughter, Jackie Burke, during her 
many years here at LCR.

by Lynn Bendann

Ahhh, the “holiday spirit.” What exactly is it? 
Often muted by the din of commercialism, the 
spirit nonetheless lurks out there on the edges of 

our hearts. Many of us, consciously or unconsciously, 
yearn for that spirit, for that once a year infusion of 
euphoria, of happiness and warm heartedness, born of 
a belief in the goodness of humans. We associate that 
spirit with the holiday season and childhood, because 
its essence is innocence. But it isn’t the innocence of 
believing in Santa Claus and a sleigh full of presents. It’s 
the innocence of believing in us.
     Believing in us; believing in humans; believing that 
the best in us will prevail, even over our basic instincts 
and inclinations, even over our selfishness, our needs, 
and wants. It is the belief that we can be good; we can 
do good. We can reach out to all living things with 
kindness and love. We cannot only care but act on our 
caring, knowing that even the smallest gesture can make 
such a difference in the life of another. And wanting to 
make that difference. 
     That’s the holiday spirit. And yet, there are places 
where this spirit is not limited to a holiday or a season 
or to any bracket of time. There are places where this 
spirit really does exist throughout the year. Places where 
people are united in the belief that doing good matters. 
That spending time on the welfare of others is time well 
spent. Places where a sense of community is one of the 
products of many working together to make life better 
for others.
     One of those places is Last Chance Ranch. Last 
Chance is staffed by volunteers. Virtually every person 
you see working there is there by choice. Everyone has 
found some time in the midst of busy lives to be at Last 
Chance Ranch, working on saving animals who have 
been neglected, abused, abandoned, or relinquished. 
They have created a community of people who, in a 
very unassuming, matter-of-fact way, save lives all of the 
time. They may be volunteering their skills as a welder, 
as an electrician, as a plumber, as a dog trainer. They 
may be feeding and tending horses, dogs, cats and a 
variety of animals who find their way to Last Chance. 
They may be creating fund raising events or keeping 
newsletters and web sites up to date. They may be 
answering phones and finding matches between animals 
and adopting parents. Every day at Last Chance is a day 
when that holiday spirit prevails, not in the superficial 
trappings of ribbons and wrappings but in the ordinary 

moments of people spending their time helping others.
     If you like this season; if part of what you like is that 
good feeling in your heart that the best of us can prevail, 
become part of a community where that feeling lives 
every day. Whether it’s Last Chance Ranch or some other 
community devoted to helping others, you will find that 
the season of hope will last throughout the year. 
     Happy Holidays! 

Season of hope that will last throughout the year

Help Carly while she heals 
Hit by a car, Carly is a sweet little Chihuahua mix puppy 
around four months old. She was taken to a Philadelphia 
Animal Care and Control Association by her owners be-
cause they could not afford to get her medical care. She is 
incredibly friendly sweet and loving. She will need time to 
heal but in the meantime she could use your sponsorship to 
help with medical bills.
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Placements
Most of the equines that we rescue will eventually become available for adoption and can lead very giving and 
productive lives. Adoption rules and applications are available upon request. It is recommended that you volunteer or 
visit several times prior to adopting so that we can match you with an appropriate equine. Assistance and training is 
available for the novice adopter. Applicants are thoroughly screened and follow-ups continue throughout the life of the 
animal. There is an adoption fee which enables us to recover some of our expenses. For more information on LCR 
rescues visit www.lastchanceranch.org.

Patrick was donated to the ranch by his owner. He is around 
22 years young and in great health.  He has wonderful 
ground manners and is a friendly social Thoroughbred.

Dolly is a sweet little mini in her early-mid teens that came 
to us after a humane investigation.  She is foundered but is 
making great progress with regular farrier check-ups. 

John is a handsome draft that would make a wonderful pas-
ture ornament for any property. He is big and beautiful! He 
can be ridden on occasion but does get gimpy if ridden too 
long or if he is asked to do any type of ring work/turns.

Update
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Give a Horse as a Gift
Have you, or someone you know, always wanted 
to own a horse – but couldn’t? We have a solution 
that makes a wonderful gift for any occasion and
helps the horses so desperately in need. As winter 
and the holidays approach once again, we are
gathering all our resources to help survive the cold 
months and harsh season ahead. We have developed 
an opportunity for you to help and participate in our 
efforts with a tax-deductible donation, which, in turn, 
is our gift to you. We are offering, for a one-time fee 
of $55, a chance to sponsor the horse of your choice. 
When you sponsor your favorite Last Chance Ranch 
equine for yourself, a family member, or a friend, you 
help share in the care. Your tax-deductible support 
helps offset the cost of food, shelter, enrichment
programs and medical care for your new friend.

This makes a wonderful gift that can be given to 
anyone, old or young, brother or sister, niece or 
nephew, and especially those who you can just never 
find the right gift. Kids especially will love the gift of 
having a horse to call their own – minus the chores.

For each $55 sponsorship, you will receive not only 
the good feeling that comes from helping a very 
special animal in need, but also:
 • Certificate of adoption with a photo of your
  chosen animal.
 • A plush gift horse or Rescue Ribbon magnet   
  (please specify on order form).
 • Specific information on your chosen horse
 • A personalized card from your new equine friend.
 • Receive quarterly newsletter “Hoofbeats.”

Add a Rescue Magnet Ribbon for $5, a LCR Bracelet 
for $4, LCR T-Shirt for an additional $20, Sweat shirt 
for $30 or Jacket for $40 (see photos on pg. 6).

Donations directly help the equines in need. All fees 
include shipping and handling. Please complete the 
order form on this page, make your check or money 
order payable to Last Chance Ranch, and send it to 
LCR, 9 Beck Rd., Quakertown, PA 18951.

Thank you for your ongoing support shown to the 
equines at LCR (and now some of the Katrina dog 
victims).

Special occasion or holiday gift 

To receive this gift by Christmas, mail this form with 
payment no later than Dec. 17, 2008. All other orders 
are not guaranteed to arrive by Christmas, but may 
still be ordered for future gift ideas.

__________________________________________
Your name

__________________________________________
Phone

__________________________________________
Street Address

__________________________________________
City, State, Zip

__________________________________________
Email

Total number of sponsorships   _______
Amount enclosed at $55 ea.                         $ _______
Please add
Qty.
___  Ribbon Rescue Magnet ($5 ea.)  $______
___  T-Shirt ($20 ea.)   $______
___  Sweatshirt ($30 ea.)   $______
___  Jacket ($40 ea.)    $______
  (includes shipping/handling)
Enclosed is my additional donation  $______
     Total  $______

Please tell us the name/address of recipient(s) where you 
want your gift to be sent and the name of your chosen 
sponsored horse. Attach additional separate copies if more 
than one has been ordered.

___________________________________________
Sponsored Horse’s Name  (chosen from this newsletter or our website)

Check one:  ___Stufed Horse Toy     ___Key Chain     ___ Ribbon Magnet

___________________________________________
Name of Recepient

__________________________________________
Street Address

__________________________________________
City, State, Zip

__________________________________________
Email

Need additional order forms? Email sponsorship@last
chanceranch.org, subject: “Gift Sponsor Forms” or write to 
us at 9 Beck Rd., Quakertown, PA, or call (215) 538-2510.  
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Economic crunch affecting Last Chance Ranch

With the economic crunch upon us our four-
legged and furry friends are bearing the brunt 
of high heating bills, home foreclosures, 

and job losses. The effects are not just a slow trickle; it 
is pouring like a water fall.

Horses used to be a working tool, a useful commodity 
and then were graduated to a hobby of many and used in 
sports of the prestigious. Now they have come full circle 
to be a “beast of burden” but in a different way.  LCR 
receives calls for help with upwards of 15 horses per 
week. Horses whose owners can no longer afford their 
care for a variety of reasons and have no where else to go.

In the last LCR newsletter we wrote an article, “Cause 
and Effect” which brought about some interesting 
conversation and controversy. No, we do not support 
slaughter, but now that our friends, companions, our 
sport horse and our pleasure companion has become a 
financial burden, what do we all do? There just aren’t 
enough rescues out there to help them all.

Even the canine companion, “man’s best friend”, 
is finding themselves to be a financial strain on their 
families and owners.  Animal control facilities are seeing 
abandoned, surrendered, and stray animals in record 
numbers and it will only get worse.  As the holidays 
approach, this is the time of year they generally see a rise 
in numbers but with the economy in such dire straits 
they expect the turn-in rates to be astronomical this year.

LCR is hit hard, as we all are, with so many animals 
needing homes. We get multiple calls daily to take in 
horses, dogs and cats along with a variety of other farm 
animals needing our assistance – and times are getting 
tougher even to exist.

LCR has now met a new challenge on top of the 
rest of the constraints placed upon an animal rescue. 
We are faced with building a new shelter to house the 
many dogs that need our services. Because of zoning 
ordinances and property line restrictions we need to 
relocate the kennel that houses the rescue dogs of LCR.   
We have had a kennel license since Hurricane Katrina, 
when we needed it in helping those dogs. We have not 
needed anything different until we started bringing 
more onto the property. It started out as only a couple 
at a time, easily housed in a stall or the temporary 
kennels near the barn, but the demand for our services 
is overwhelming. We have been working with local 
police, park rangers and township municipalities to help 
deal with the multiple strays found in the surrounding 
communities, along with helping the unwanted, old and 
neglected that come out of various local cities.

Make your holiday gift to a needy pet this year, 
adopt a dog, cat, rabbit, or other furry friend or make a 
donation to your shelter of choice.

With the help of the caring public to build a bigger 
facility we can help so many more animals as well as 
their human partners that need our services.

by Lori Benetz

Ferris is an almost 5-month-old kitten 
with a fabulous personality and likely 
to be a fairly large cat. He likes dogs, 
other cats, is a great “big brother’ to 
littler foster kittens, loves to play and 
enjoys some nice warm snuggle time. 

Omlee is a pretty little Beagle mix that 
was terrified in the kennel environ-
ment. One of our volunteers is foster-
ing her and she is doing better.

Lou is an inter-
esting looking tri 
color Chihuahua 
around 2 years 
old. He will be 
very nice once 
bonded with his 
new owner. He 
would do best in 
a home without 
competition from 
other dogs or 
small children.

Pets are getting placed quickly and 
new pets are coming in every week. 
Check our website for current infor-
mation on availability and progress of 
these pets.
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Stocking stuffers for your 
horse enthusiast

LCR Ball Cap Navy, Green, or Black 
Trim. $15

LCR Keychain 
Navy, Black, 
or Red Metal. 
2.5X2.5 inch $4

LCR Sew-On 
Patch 2.5 inch. $3

LCR Rescue Pin 
2-inch, white w/
black lettering $1

LCR poly bracelet, one size fits 
all, black/white with imprint of Help 
Rescue Horses, our horse head logo 
and website. $2      Last Chance 

Ranch Magnet. $5

Holiday Gift Order Form

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

Phone (if we have question about order) ___________________________

  Qty.

Car Magnet  $5  ___ Send SASE-Business size please

Rescue Pin  $1       ___ Send SASE

Ball Cap  $15   ___ __ Navy   __ Green   __ Black

Sew-On Patch $3 ___ Send SASE

Keychain  $4   ___ __ Navy   __ Red   __ Black (SASE)

Bracelet  $2   ___ Send SASE

Youth T-shirt   $15    ___ __ S __M   __L                        

Adult T-shirt $15    ___ __ S __M   __L   __ XL

Sweatshirt $20 ___ __ S __M   __L   __ XL

Jacket $40 ___ Adult size only

 $______ Subtotal
 
 $______ Add $2 shipping/handling for each
  T-shirt, sweatshirt, jacket or bear.
 $______  TOTAL

Thank you for your order. Proceeds benefit Last Chance Ranch.

Make check  
payable to 

LCR
and mail with 

completed 
form to

LCR
9 Beck Rd. 

Quakertown
PA 18951

Pets awaiting 
adoption

Maya is a beauti-
ful chocolate 
lab mix around 
a year old. She 
is very strong 
and has been 
working on her 
manners. She is 
particular about 
which other dogs 
she likes. A home 
where she is the 
only dog and with 
older children 
would be ideal 
for her.

Betty is a pretty 
young Beagle 
around 1-2 years 
old and already 
spayed. Friendly 
and sweet, she 
seems to get 
along fine with 
other dogs.

Mocha is a very 
sweet Boxer/Pug 
mix around 9 
months old. She 
loves attention 
and who can 
resist that sweet 
face.

Shirley is a 
wonderful dog, 
well-behaved and 
likes to fetch and 
play ball. Possibly 
Basenji/Shep/Lab 
mix?

Freedman is a 
cute as a button 
3-year-old Peking-
ese with personal-
ity! He’s a sweet 
dog that just 
wants to be back 
in a home again.
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   BarryScarborough
Specializing in:
• Barefoot Trimming
• Founder Maintenance
• Hoof Care

Call (215) 257-4238
 (610) 905-8317

UpdateTwas the night before 
Christmas
T’was the night before Christmas when all through the house,
Not a creature was stirring not even a mouse.
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicolas soon would be there.
 
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
With no thought of the dog outside filling their head.
And mamma in her kerchief and I in my cap.
Knew the dog was cold, but didn’t care about that.
 

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Figuring the dog was free of his chain and into the trash.
 

The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow
gave the luster of mid-day to objects below.
When what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But Santa Clause with his eyes full of tears.
 

He unchained the dog once so lively and quick,
Last year’s Christmas present now painfully sick.
With a voice full of sadness he called the dogs name,
and the dog ran to him despite all his pain.
 

Now Dasher, now Dancer, now Prancer and Vixen,
On Comet on Cupid on Donner and Blitzen.
To the top of the porch to the top of the wall,
Let’s find this dog a home where he’ll be loved by all.
 

I knew in an instant there would be no gifts this year,
For Santa had made one thing perfectly clear.
The gift of a dog is not just for the season,
We had gotten the dog for all the wrong reasons.
 
In our haste to think of the kids Christmas gift,
There was one very important thing that we missed.
A dog should be family, and cared for the same,
You don’t give a Gift, then put it in chains.
 
And I heard him exclaim as he rode out of site
YOU WEREN’T GIVEN A GIFT,
YOU WERE GIVEN A LIFE!

Nate Eberly, Pres.  www.EberlyBarns.net

EBERLY BARNS Inc.
Horse Barns/Run-in Sheds

Quality Custom Built
Sales and Delivery Fully licensed and insured
(717) 391-7808  560 Willow Rd.
(717) 391-7806 (Fax)  Lancaster, PA 17601

Bocchi is a Mexican/Grade Buckskin gelding in his late 
teens/early twenties. He stands 15hh and is reportedly a 
solid trail ready horse.
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Fall Open House enjoyed by all
Our annual Fall Open House was a success with tours, 
pony rides, demos, massages, beautiful gift baskets 
and prizes. Silke and her girls once again provided kids 
games and crafts; the Gilbert Family and Steve Apple-
gate (who played at the Dog Walk, too) entertained us 
with great music; and friends, volunteers, neighbors and 
“adoptees” stopped in to make the day complete. We 
appreciate the wonderful people that made this possible. 
Without our volunteers we would not be able to save so 
many precious lives. Thank you.

Wish List 
If you have an item you wish 
to donate, please contact us at 
(215) 538-2510 or lbenetz@
lastchanceranch.org or bring the 
item to LCR on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays between 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Hay
Horse Joint Supplements (liquid/dry)
Antibiotics
Weight builder for horses (liquid/dry)
Vet wrap
Hoof supplements (liquid/dry)
Horse grain
Dog/Cat toys/beds/blankets/sweaters 
Paper towels
Heartworm medication
Dog/Cat food 
Spot on flea products for dogs/cats
Wheel Barrows
New Round Pen
Clumping cat litter
Havaheart traps (any size)
Double end hooks
Halters-rope, break away or leather 
Stamps
Round bale racks

Dozer is a handsome 17hh Belgian 
Draft gelding about 15 years old.
He was purchased at New Holland 
auction. 

Update
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LCR Alumni joined many others for a good cause and 
energetic walk through the woods for our first bi-annual 
Wiggles & Wags Walk-a-thon. The event opened to a 
beautiful day at Nockamixon Lake with breathtaking fall 
foliage. Little Miss Tinkerbelle joined the festivities to show 
off her progress and lead the first round of walkers. It was 

great to see this little girl looking so good with her new mom. 
Join us next spring, May 16, 2009, at Nockamixon State Park 
for our next Walk-A-Thon and watch for more upcoming 
events on our website. Special thanks to Kathy Betz for 
implementing and organizing the Walk-a-thon and everyone 
that worked to make it a success.

JUST ONE DOLLAR
can make a difference

With just one dollar, you can make a huge difference in 
the life of a rescued animal. Last Chance Ranch needs 
your help to continue in our efforts to provide a safe, 
healthy, life-long home for these rescued animals. If 
everyone who reads this ad sends in just one dollar, we 
would make a major stride toward accomplishing our 
goal. For more information we encourage you to visit 
our website at www.lastchanceranch.org or call (215) 
538-2510. Send your $1 donation today. 
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Violet is a mini mare around five years old. She was
purchased at New Holland auction. 

I wanted to give 
you an update on 
“Sullivan”, who is 
now Diggy.  You 
can see the tre-
mendous differ-
ence a grooming 
makes. He is such 
a lovable little guy 
and is constantly 
giving everyone 
kisses. At night, he 
sleeps in his plush new Elmo bed and when it’s chilly out he 
wears his Gap hoodie. He loves snuggling on the couch with 
my boyfriend and I. He still shakes a bit when he’s nervous 
but the doctor said that that will diminish in time when he 
becomes more confident that I will not leave him. I wish 
he could understand that he will be with me forever.  I am 
thankful that I have him. I was one of those people who was 
leery about adoption, but it was the best move I ever made. 
Not only do I feel better because I saved a life, but you can’t 
beat bringing a dog home that is already housetrained and so 
well behaved! Thank you so much for what you do for all of 
those abandoned and neglected animals. I will now sing the 
many praises of adoption because Diggy is proof that it can be 
such a wonderful and successful choice. 

Before and After

Update
Buster is a 
Welsh/Connemara 
gelding around 
10 years old. He 
stands 13.2hh and 
reportedly has 
some experience 
in eventing, trails, 
dressage, and fox 
hunt.



LCR Survey
There are many ways that you can help Last Chance Ranch. We rely on your gifts of money and time 
to help us care for and continue to rescue equines. Help us help them. Please complete this page and 
mail it to Last Chance Ranch, 9 Beck Rd., Quakertown, PA 18951. Please print

___ Yes, I will help. Enclosed is my tax-deductible financial gift.
       (Please make check payable to Last Chance Ranch.)

 ___ $35    ___$50    $___100    ___ $200    ____$300    ____ Other _____________

___ Yes, I will sponsor a horse monthly. Please send me a sponsor packet. 

___ Yes, I will volunteer. New volunteer orientation meetings are held on the first Saturday of every month  
        at 10 a.m. at the ranch. Junior Club meets the first Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. Teen Club meets   
        every second Saturday from 1-3 p.m. Opportunities include:

 __ construction __ office  __maintenance  __ landscaping   __ grooming   __ barn help
     
 __ horsemanship instructors  __help with dogs/cats   __ Other __________________________________

____ No, I can’t help at this time, but I will answer your survey.

1. Where did you obtain this newsletter? _______________________________________________________

2. Comments _____________________________________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Additional information you would like to see ___________________________________________________

4. Are you currently on our mailing list ?    ___ Yes    ____ No

5. How did you hear about LCR? _____________________________________________________________

6.  If not on our mailing list, and would like to be, or if your address has changed or you have a friend who   
     would like to be on our mailing list, please complete the information below.

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________  
  Street      City    State  Zip

Email _________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________

Is your group looking for something to do?
Do you need a community service project?
Want to help a good cause?
Want to organize a fundraiser to help the horses?
Have no time, but still want to help? You or your 
group can make a general contribution to all the 
horses or pick one specifically for sponsorship.

•
•
•
•
•

Please visit us. We’re open 
to visitors on Saturdays,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Please 
note that new volunteer 
orientation meetings are 
held on the first Saturday 
of every month at 10 a.m. at LCR).
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New beginnings
for rescued horses 

Last Chance Ranch, Inc.
9 Beck Rd.
Quakertown, PA 18951

Rocky is a 
Connemara 
Pony around 
seven years old. 
He was donated 
to LCR by his 
owner after he 
developed lami-
nitis. He needs 
a little more time 
off but is already 
showing great 
improvement. 
Rocky is quite 
an accomplished 
show jumper.

 Hercules is back at LCR due to a 
health crisis in his former family.  Her-
cules is a Belgian/Saddlebred cross in 
his early 20’s.  

Update

Chase is a bay mini filly, blind in one eye and Zander is a mini paint yearling. 
They were purchased at New Holland auction.

Upcoming events
•   Rabies Clinic and
 Microchip Clinic
 March 2009

• Spring Dog Walk
 Nockamixon State Park
 May 2009 

• Fall Open House
 September 2009

• Fall  Dog Walk
 October 2009
We will also be visiting other events 
throughout the year, so check our 
website often for more information. 
 

Plenty of 
activities, 

ideas and fun 
for your pets 
and family.


