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Come visit us during the 4th Annual

Vendor Fair &
Open House
September 13, 2003
9 am - 5 pm
*

CAT COUNTRY 96.1 FM ...LIVE!!!!!!!

* Try and ride the bull...think ya can???
* Moon Bounce, clowns, games, and more...
* Vendors w/horse and non-horse related merchandise for sale
* Natural Horsemanship demos by Peter Fuller
* Food and Fun for all!! PRIZES amnd more...
* Pony Rides
* Learn about the community programs we offer such as horsemanship, horse placement, special events and more.
* See how you can make a difference through donations, sponsorship, and volunteering.

Contact us if you would like to be a vendor or sponsor an event.
Please contribute your tax-deductible donation today!

HEY KIDS!!!!
If you are between the ages of 8 and 18 and want to help us
make a difference, come join

LCR’s Junior Rescuers
4H club!
Business Meetings 1st Wed of every month.
Membership’s $12/year.
Dues will depend on fundraisers.
Email lbenetz@lastchanceranch.org with questions or check the
LCR website for more information & directions

LCR is dedicated to the rescue
and rehabilitation of all equines
in need of help.

215-538-2510
www.lastchanceranch.org

LCR exisits on donations
and fundraisers and is 100%
volunteer staffed.
Donations are tax deductible
IRS Tax Code 501 (c) 3
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Hoofbeats ~ 1

...

Definition of rescue
www.dictionary.com
Rescue:
1. To set free, as
from danger or
imprisonment;
save. See Synonyms.
2. An act of rescuing; a deliverance.
Synonyms: save, rescue, reclaim, redeem,
deliver
Save:
1. To rescue from
harm, danger, or
loss.
2. To set free from
the consequences
of sin; redeem.
3. To keep in a safe
condition; safeguard.
4. To prevent the
waste or loss of;
conserve.
5. To set aside for
future use

These verbs mean:
freeing a person or
thing from danger, evil,
confinement, or servitude. Save is the most
general: The smallpox
vaccine has saved
many lives. A police
officer saved the tourist
from being cheated.
Rescue usually implies
saving from immediate
harm or danger by
direct action: rescue a
horse from auction or a
dealer.
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So, do you think you want to “rescue” that poor horse?

I have received numerous emails and phone calls from people who have “rescued” a
horse from the auction or a dealer, not knowing how to treat it, or not having enough money to
care for it properly.
I don’t want to discourage anyone from helping an animal in need, but if it isn’t correct
and properly educated help, you will be doing more harm than good. I have spent the last 27
years observing and caring for a lot of horses in many large stables. I have been exposed to a
multitude of problems through my experiences and employments at rehab facilities and veterinarians, and have seen too many not make it. It is very difficult to deal with when you loose
one, it is a hazard of the profession. BUT… you go to the auction because you have a day off
from work or nothing to do on a Friday night. You like horses and expect to see some and
maybe pick up a souvenir for your niece’s birthday. Horse after horse is paraded in front of you
with bids you can’t understand. The excitement, the atmosphere, and the auctioneer are
making this an enjoyable evening. Such beautiful majestic creatures; wouldn’t it be great to
have one. Then walks in that skeleton of a horse with matted down mane and burrs entangled
throughout his tail. You could hang your hat on his hips and you can see rivers of sadness in
soft brown eyes sadly looking your way. You think, and legitimately meaning well, “I can have
an extra stall. I have an acre of pasture, I have a friend with a barn…I can rescue this poor
creature and save him from the doom that he faces. He’s cheap… I can afford this. I’ll give him
a bath and a new hair do. I’ll give him some extra food. I’ll save him and make him all better and
won’t I feel wonderful for the kind act I have just performed”. Well, do you really know what you
are getting in to? If so, are you prepared to take on the responsibility of that animal’s life for the
rest of its life?
Auctions are an outlet for many people to dispose of their unwanted equines. They are
also a trading ground for dealers to move or restock their inventories. The butcher representatives are there to pick up the cheap ones, that no one else wants, for slaughter. Many times
there are quality horses at these auctions but experience is necessary when purchasing the
unknown. Remember the horses at the auction are there for a reason. The reasons can be as
simple as the owner needing cash fast, not advertising sufficiently to sell privately, a life
change and the owner has no where else to turn, or more often than not, there is a significant
reason the horse has ended up at an auction and not sold by his owner. The fancy pretty one,
the ones you think why are they so cheap, are usually dealing with some sort of behavioral or
psychological issue that has not been dealt with and resolved. These horses can be dangerous and even fatal to their new unsuspecting, inexperienced handlers. Without knowing the
history of the horses’ treatment or the truthfulness of the seller’s word, the new owner often
finds he has bitten off more than he can chew. The horse may have been sedated or drugged
with painkillers and when these drugs wear off, there is a new potentially psychotic animal in
your presence. Not knowing what can trigger a violent attack or flight, you must be experienced enough to be able to handle or foresee the unthinkable.
Health is another issue. Many times a skinny horse is simply underfed. Are you
qualified to make that determination? Are you ready to pay extraordinary amounts to the vet
to have him/her uncover the underlying health issues that have deemed this horse possibly
incurable or incapacitated? That sweet skinny horse is so kind you are willing to do what is
necessary to help him feel better…but then what?
Is he so kind because he is too sick and too weak
to misbehave? It’s more than just feeding a few
extra pounds of hay and grain. Improper feeding
can cause a variety of long-term health issues if
not death. Colic, founder, laminitis, infections,
worms, ulcers, azorturia (tying up) are just a few
of the common reasons for health concerns with
100s more possible reasons for weight loss, lethargy, or illness. Do you have a place to isolate for
two weeks or more so no one else in the barn is
infected or exposed? Once you have treated the
animal for what ails him then what? What do you
do when his full strength of 1200+/-pounds is
back and he has become scared or out of control
from whatever horrors he has experienced in his
life before?

continued on page 3

Rescue definition continued...
LCR has experience in handling, understanding, and evaluating a multitude of health and behavior issues. LCR has a
huge network of resources worldwide to rely on for support and information.
LCR rescues unwanted equines. Mainly horses from auctions that have been or about to be sold to slaughter but have
a chance to live a healthy happy life. Making that qualified conclusion is based on experience and knowledge. Many times they
are purchased directly from the slaughterhouse representative for a fee above what it had cost them. LCR pays price/pound.
Usually ranging from $100 to ~$500+ (for the larger ones). Once the horse is purchased it has a coggins test and an evaluation
to check for obvious illness or injury. He is then transported to a place for isolation and further evaluation. Some diseases or
illness have a 10+ day incubation period. These horses can spread disease or illness to others in the herd causing a high risk
and/ or death in the herd, sometimes without contracting the disease or illness itself.
After initial evaluation, quarantine, medication or treatment as needed, they are vaccinated, feet trimmed, teeth floated,
wormed 3+ times with in the first month, and fed a high quality, well thought out diet all within the first 2-4 weeks of arrival.
These expenses incurred can range for the first month from $350 for a horse without illness or injury to $1000s depending on
treatments necessary. If a horse is not properly treated for unseen health issues their agony is just prolonged, inevitably taking
their lives in the end.
Once a horse has become an LCR horse it is guaranteed safety and security with any and all attempts of happiness.
This is a lifetime commitment from us. These horses have already been through the undeserving horrible hardships a human
can bestow on them. We at LCR have committed to never
allow such horror to occur again. We retain ownership so as
not to allow the horse to fall into the hands of the unthinkable
and ultimately end up back at the auction again so we can
buy them back and start all over again. We place these horses
in loving prescreened homes for them to live out their lives in
permanent security. Owning and/or caring for a horse or any
pet should be carefully considered before anyone attempts to
become involved. Horses can live up to 40 years or more and
don’t deserve to be thrown away when they are not useful or
become too expensive. Please remember the downfalls before you decide to “rescue” that poor pathetic horse. Are you
really doing him a favor or just prolonging his agony?

B o a rd O f D i re c t o r s

Lori Benetz
President

Carol Schierenbeck
Secretary

Larry Cerami
Community Service

BUG, pictured here , was
sent to us because the
women didn’t know what else to do with him. He is very confused about what you are
asking him to do and becomes worried easily. He has had many mixed signals and is trying
so hard to please his handler he becomes overly anxious. Through Natural Horsemanship
we have been able to get Bug to re-think some things and learn patience. He still needs a
particular human to bond with and be able to keep his attention. Bug has been wormed
several times, and had his teeth floated. These simple things were the problems of his
weight control. He is gaining weight nicely and new pictures will be posted on the web site
soon.

Amy Terry
Event Coordinator

Laura Prifold
Office Manager

Ben Parto
Horsemanhip

Joelle Parto
Photography

Indra Lahiri, PhD
Consulting

A special thanks to Dr. Randy
Bimes and Quakertown Veterinary Clinic, you truly
have the spirit and compassion that makes the animal
world a better place.
Hoofbeats ~ 3

SO YOU THINK YOU WANT TO START AN EQUINE RESCUE?
I have received numerous requests for information on how to start a rescue. There are so
many things to consider. Before you get started here are just a few things to take into
consideration:
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Money, lots and lots of money just to get started.
Time, lot and lots of time: Running a rescue is a 24 / 7 job. There are NO vacations,
NO time off, and more often then not plenty of sleepless nights.
Land/ Facility: Acres, the more the better, figure 1 acre minimum per horse. Barn
with several stalls for separating for feeding and/or injuries. Quarantine area for
newcomers. Fencing, strong, safe, and secure for the wild ones and youngsters
that misbehave or are afraid.
Experience- horse, medical, veterinary, office administrative. It is not as easy as
taking a thin horse and feeding it extra grain to make it fat again. There are so
many complications involved even in a horse that is underweight. Feeding them too
much or the wrong thing could kill them. If a horse is physically challenged it takes
veterinary expertise to know what the proper regime and diet are for them to recover.
If there are training issues, beware...
Money, lots more money –general operating expenses are usually about 70 times
more than you anticipated
Lawyers
Accountants
Volunteers or staff
More money to pay for the staff and professionals who won’t volunteer pro-bono

Applying for a non-profit application or filing the form 1023 and articles of incorporation sounds
simple…but must be done precisely accurate or you will be denied. Best to get a lawyer to fill
these out or at least review them.
If you have all of this in place and are ready to get started, personal public relations are a key
part of your success. Remember you are either going to promise someone you will care for
their equine, or you will be staking your reputation on the equine you just put into the hands of
that 10 year old kid with little to no experience and the mom and dad that think it’s a new
family member that will listen to the English words “Don’t get hurt”. Any time you become
involved with an equestrian sport there is a lot to think about. When you become involved in the
public eyes with a very demanding physically and/or mentally challenged rescued equine it
becomes a job of passion and career choice with a tremendous amount of physical and
emotional work, ...but the rewards are priceless.

Unami School Paws 4 Action
club with their
sponsored horse
Jake. They, the
club, organized a
fundraiser to
benefit a horse at
LCR. They chose
Jake as their
beneficiary.

“A

In these times
if uncertainty and
stress, a sense of humor
certainly helps us get
throught the day…here
is a bit of sunshine.
IF
If you can start the day
without caffeine or pep
pills,
If you can be cheerful,
ignoring aches and
pains,
If you can resist complaining and boring
people with your
troubles,
If you can eat the same
food everyday and be
grateful for it,
If you can understand
when loved ones are too
busy to give you time,
If you can overlook when
people take things out on
you when through no
fault of yours, something
goes wrong,
If you can take criticism
and blame without
resentment,
If you can face the world
without lies and deceit
If you can conquer
tension without medical
help,
If you can relax without
liquor,
If you cam sleep without
the aid of drugs,
If you can do all these
things…
Then
you are probably the
family dog!
Lord help me be the
person my dog thinks I
am.

true friend is someone who reaches for your hand and touches your heart.”
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LCR Newcomers currently in rehab. Please sponsor one of us!!!
WHOEZEE: A 7 year old 17.1 hh TB gelding. Whoezze (registered
name) was sent to Mid-Atlantic Medical Center from Phila Park with
Pleuropneumonia. He was going to be euthanized when LCR was contacted. He arrived Sat. March 29, 2003 with critical instructions and a
duffle bag of medications. He’s been carefully monitored and treated
for quite a while. He may need surgery (a rib resection) to drain an
abscess forming in his chest. Mid-Atlantic’s wonderful vets are willing
to donate the surgery. Whoezee has been doing better, but still seems
to hang on to his illness. He has gained some weight, but not enough.
His temperature remains normal, but he has a lingering cough and
smell to his breath. Whoezee returned to Mid Atlantic the week of May
27th for and ultra-sound and update on the abscess and lung condition. Nothing was found, but two days later we were back to critical
care for high temperatures and massive amounts of nasal discharge.
The best figured was the stress of the trip initiated the churning of his
lungs to expell more foureign infected material. Whoezee will need to
remain on medication for quite some time, with rehabilitation being
taken slow, hopefully to a full recovery. Surgery may still be scheduled,
but when he is more stable. Send him your wishes and sponsorship.

JAKE: a 13 year QH cross was also sent to us by veterinarians, from Quakertown
Vet Clinic. He was scheduled to be euthanized, with the solution already in the
syringe, when we were contacted to spare his life. Jake had an injury to his hip which
will leave him unable to do hard rides, but he is
a wonderful pet and will make someone very
happy to have him around. He is a gentleman
and gets along with everyone. Sweet and quiet
enough for a 7 year old to handle, lead, groom,
and ride to learn balance and steering. Jake is
healthy in every other way and has found to be a
favorite amoung the youngsters of the farm. He
is not in pain as evident by his playfulness with
the other horses in the pasture. Jake has a mystery brand on his left hip. Does anyone recognize it? if so, let us know. Jake has been ridden
a couple times now by two 7 year old little girls. They are exstatic about their accomplishments and adore Jake for his patience and kindness, and in return we feel Jake
is in heaven.

FATE: a 5 year old bay filly from the race track. She was injured in a
race, and going to be put to sleep. Her trainer thought she was fixable
and sent her to LCR. After a few months of stall rest and some slow
rehabilitative therapy she still has a long way to go. Radiographs revealed there was nothing broken, but the tendens and soft tissue
damage is severe. She is being turned out with wraps to support her
leg and tendons.We are hoping she will be fine, but this may take a
year or so. She is absolutely beautiful with and angel of a personality
to boot. Fate is starting to loose her slender, lady waisted, racing
fitness look and putting on some weight. She has settled in nicely
and loves all the attention she receives.
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This is Clue!...what a character...
Clue went with us for some expert Horsemanship evaluation with Peter Fuller at Willowbrook Farms. Clue
is very willing to please, but it seems he may have had some trouble in the past. He gets to the point of being too
scared to move. He has issues with the saddle and the thought of letting a rider on him right now. He doesn’t have
a mean bone in him and we feel with the proper Horsemanship he will gain our trust and allow us to ride comfortably together. He has also had X-rays to verify the extent of navicular since we were told he was diagnosed with
“navicular horse syndrome”.
Clue’s x-rays reveal navicular changes. He has lollipop lesions
on the outside of his right front. He will not be able to do sharp turns or
stops of any kind. He is being trimmed to compensate in the natural
way by a barefoot farrier, Paul Chapman. He seems to being doing
much better in just two trims. Clue has been coming around with his
fears of the saddle and other equipment, but we have noticed things
can creep up on him. We have had his eyes checked and it seems he
would need glasses if he were able to read the eye chart. He has some
fogginess to his right eye, which we treated with no improvements. He
was probably born like this and this may have been some of the reasons for his fears. Clue has become a real character...sort of like the
class clown. He knows how to make you laugh and do things that are
just too cute. He likes to get into mischief, and he gets away with it too.
He has really become relaxed here and is learning to trust. He will
need someone who will be willing and able to come to LCR to work
with us and his issues. Someone who would like a very rewarding gift
of a friend for life. Clue is from the Impressive lines and related to Hazy,
(although he is HYPP neg).

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
BAILEY FAMILY
FOR THE BIRTH OF
THEIR DAUGHTER
AND OUR NEWEST
VOLUNTEER

Hutchinson, Gorman, & Freech, P.C.
415 West Broad Street
Quakertown, PA 18951
215-538-1371

*LCR thanks you for your donated services for
our accounting needs!

VENDERS WANTED: 4th ANNUAL FAIR/OPEN HOUSE SEPTEMBER 13th 9-5
KALIBER CHROME: was born in March 1995 and is a registered (Breeding stock) American Paint Palomino. Chrome
has great conformation and a wonderful attitude. Approximately 4 years ago he was in training as a cutting horse until his
skin irritation made it too uncomfortable for him to be ridden anymore. He has been treated with steroids, topicals,
internals, and nothing has seemed to clear things up. LCR’s newly formed Junior Rescuer’s 4 H Club has taken
Chrome on as one of their first special projects. The kids, with the
help of their parents, are contacting colleges and universities, along
with Randy Bimes from Q-Vet to formulate a program of treatment.
Chrome will be treated as a field study and under the supervison of
many professionals. He will be sectioned into parts and treated with
topicals to see which will be effective. A skin biopsy revealed nothing of signifigance. We are undergoing more tests and findings will
be posted on the web site as we acquire them. If anyone has any
suggestions or has been through something like this, please contact lbenetz@lastchanceranch.org. Please do not email to ask for
updates. We will post findings and updates on the web site when
we know something and will post everything we know at the time. If
you are interested in sponsorship or volunteering to help Chrome,
please let us know. He’s been working now with Natural Horsemanship and has become such a love to be around.
6 ~ Hoofbeats

Letters from you...
“Friends who take time to care are really angels unaware”
This was in a card sent to use just after the newsletter and press release were issued about the court cases.
3/23/03 It read:
I would like to commend the entire volunteer, owner and operators of the Last Chance Ranch- Equine Rescue. So
many stories with so many happy endings for the unfortunate animals who at one time had a very bleak future.
The time, work, finances and TLC I have personally witnessed from all the staff at LCR should not go unnoticed or
unrewarded. The greatest reward is to find a caring, loving home for these gentle creatures, so that they can live out their
days in peace and without threat, pain, or abuse from which they came.
There should be very stringent laws against neglect, abuse and the ultimate of sins – laziness and stupidity.
Any person who would go to the extent and waste their energies on trying to defame LCR (for obvious personal
gain) must have some real attention issues and should seek professional help.
If they are too blind to read a contract, apparently they are also too blind to see all the good work you people do.
I, my friends, and what is left of my family will continue to support The Last Chance Ranch in any way we possibly
can. We stand with you and behind you in your endeavors and see what you do as ‘refreshing’ for the equines. There are
too few people who actually care more for the animals than the almighty buck. I proudly stand up as one of them.
God be with you in all you do and I will say a rosary for all every day until this is resolved.
Sue

THANKS...WE’RE HERE BECAUSE OF YOUR DEDICATION...

Below is an entry from the guest book on the LCR web site...
...and people ask “ why does LCR retain ownership of our equines?”
“I am so happy to see people like you guys caring SO much about animals. I am 14 now and 5 years ago my family was
forced to sell our horses, including my very first horse, a paint named Shania. We sold Shania to a friend of ours and after a
few months lost contact. I wasn’t worried about her because I knew that our friend cared for horses. Well, I found out that
she in turn had to sell her as well... so I longed to find her. I met someone last year who loved horses as much as myself.
She was the same age as me and (now that my family got horses back) we went riding all the time. I showed her pictures
from time to time of our other two horses that we sold and told her about how they were now at a childrens camp and doing
very well there. The first time I showed her a picture of Shania she said she looked familiar. I took it as a joke. Well, one
day she was over and I showed her another picture. She was sure she had seen the horse before. Shania was being kept
with a friend of hers. She took me to see her and I was happy that she was being taken care of. I went to see her about 2
months ago and was astonished. She was being kept in a small pen with not much grass. I would say it was about 30x40
feet. She shared it with several goats, a sheep, and two dogs. She had cuts and scars all over her legs from “Going through
the fence” She had the same halter on that I bought for her the day I got her. Her fur was rubbed off of her nose where the
halter lay, and cuts were replacing it. She had a shredder fly mask on from who know when.. She was underweight by
about 700 pounds. She had rainrot on all of her legs and slight founder. I was extremely upset. I cried because the man
said that he would not sell her. I told my mom that I wasn’t leaving her like that and she talked him into selling her. We
weren’t thinking about calling the humane society, because I did not want her to go to anyone but me. So we bought her for
$450.00 We transfered barns the next day so that she could have more space to run and such. She is very happy now. She
is at the weight that I am able to ride again her because I ride english and I am very light. Myself and my tack totals to
about 110lbs. She is much like a TB, very high spirited and loves to run. I am happy to have her back. I am SO very grateful
for meeting the girl who brought me to Shania. I am also very grateful for those of you helping horses like Shania. I feel that
God brought this horse back to me and I also believe that God brought you to these horses.
Thanks again for all you do... “
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LCR’s Natural Horsemanship
This Is No Ordinary Lesson Program
Tired of other barns that don’t allow you learn more than just how to ride? Are you
looking to challenge yourself? Are you genuinely interested to learn more than just
how to sit pretty on a horse?

What You Will Learn: or what you will teach.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Understanding Horse Behavior & Communication
Natural Horsemanship Techniques
Understanding & Correcting Misbehavior
Safety Do’s & Don’ts
General Horse Care
Anatomy of the Horse
General First-Aid Techniques
Horse-Centered Life Skills
Horse & Barn Management (optional)
English or Western Riding Lessons
Peter Fuller of Willow Brook Farms w/ colt starting

Learn how to communicate the natural way. If you are horse savvy and interested in learning our ways to help
teach and pass on LCR’s Natural way, contact us lbenetz@lastchanceranch.org

For more information or to schedule lessons go to www.lastchanceranch.org
or call 215-538-2510
PIPER’S STORY
After riding lessons, leasing horses, etc., it all started when I decided to take the plunge and buy my own horse. The motivating
factors for the plunge aren’t important but I definitely knew what I wanted after all of the waiting…16+ hands, appendix quarter horse
with lots of thoroughbred, young (preferably under 5 yrs.), forward moving, level-headed, dark bay, good conformation and friendly
with other horses/people at a price I could afford without breaking the bank. Well, one beautiful Saturday in May, with friend and
spouse in tow, I found just that and her name is Piper. To this day, I’m convinced it was destiny. She needed me and I needed her;
we’re both definitely better “beings” because of it.
Now here’s were the story gets good. Well, this perfect horse was far from “perfect”. In the beginning, if you asked me, perfect was
the farthest word from my lips. For someone who rarely swears, I certainly made up for lost time. The woman selling the horse said,
“this horse was looking for a person.” “She was no diamond in the rough, just a quiet horse that wanted a person”. The woman was
just the seller doing the original owner a favor of selling the horse, since the horse was “too much” for her to handle anymore. That
should have been a clue. Basically, what it came down to is Piper had no respect for anything or anyone. She never had to. Anytime,
they asked something of her, she would get pushy/look nasty and they not only backed off but also rewarded her with a treat. When
I got her and she started getting more “people time” and was asked to do what I wanted and to actually do some work, this problem
reared (no pun intended) its ugly head literally. I realized quickly that I may know how to ride, but I knew nothing about horses.
Thinking I was in over my head, I had a few people try to help me. I felt that it wasn’t working at all. People started labeling her as
“dangerous”, which at one point, I clearly believe she was dangerous. As to not make this a 100-page novel and give you an idea of
how bad it got, I’ll just briefly give you an idea with a few scenarios as follows. She would totally invade your space if you were in her
way; she would never move, you would have to be the one to get out of her way or else. I have the broken toes to prove it. You couldn’t
lead her nicely; she would just run you over. And I mean knock you on the ground run you over. Lunging her was a game of Russian
roulette. When I first tried this, if you were to ask her to just move forward, she would charge you at full speed and if you didn’t move
she would rear off the ground and attack you, literally. Actually, working at the end of a lunge rope was too close for her. She felt you
were in her space and she would attack you to back you off. This meant rearing, bucking, and kicking with any or all legs. And she
would get so close your hair would move. She wouldn’t even tolerate you being in the small indoor arena with her and trying to work
her from the ground. She would attack. Most horses, from what I understand, when “pressed” will flee, not fight. The more you
pressed with mine, the more she fought. Let me describe what one attack incident went like one night. We were just asking for her
to respect our space while walking/ trotting on the end of a line. Nothing more, nothing less. When we stood near the fence with a
small distance between the fence and us, we expected her to go around us or turn and go in the other direction. Not only did she not
do that, she charged right at us, ran through the small space between us and the fence and kicked right at us while passing by. When
we finally got her slowed down and asked her to walk nice with us, she throw one of us into a wall and when the person tried to protect
themselves from being hurt by punching at her, Piper started hammering at the person with her hooves and attacked the person.
Thank God nobody was hurt.
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Piper’s Story continued...
My horse was dangerous and I was afraid of her. A lot of people said I needed to just whip her into submission or use spurs when I rode her. Kick
her, punch her, knock some sense into her, use chains, more severe bit, etc. I even had people suggest I take her to the meat market when it was
at its worst. Believe me, I hate to admit it, but I entertained the thought. I was literally afraid of my own horse. So after many a hysterical cell phone
call to my friend, who thankfully would never quit on Piper and me, I found the help that I needed. For lack of a better term, it’s called natural
horsemanship. I had nothing to lose. My friend and a great lady at a horse show convinced me to go to a 2-day horse clinic run by Peter Fuller
to benefit the Last Chance Ranch. Being skeptical, about 4 weeks prior to the clinic I had someone show me some of the techniques and I practiced
until the clinic. Wow! It was like a new animal in just a few weeks. Force doesn’t work on my horse at all, probably not on any to be honest.
Communicating with them the way they do does. My horse was looking for a leader and up until now, didn’t find any human worthy since she’s
so dominant. The clinic helped fine-tune the techniques I was already practicing and allowed me to ride my horse without her bucking me off.
Which up until the clinic I couldn’t do. I still don’t have the perfect horse, but it gets better all the time. She still reminds me that she just turned 4
and wants to make sure from time to time that I’m still the leader. I guess what the clinic gave to me is the tools to solve any problem I encounter.
Before, when I’d have a setback, I’d feel defeated. Now I just plug along with what I was taught, knowing that it will work and it will get better with
time. And it always does. Plus these techniques just sit well with me. I want Piper to listen to me because she makes that choice, not because
I beat her to death or force her to. I feel like I’m building a partnership now, not fighting with her. What Peter is doing, just plain works; I know, if
it could help Piper and me, it would have to. It’s not like you go to his clinic and then you walk out with the “perfect” horse, but you’ve started on
that journey.
I absolutely love the time I spend with Piper now. Our riding skills are even improving. This same horse that was once “dangerous” is now ridden
without the use of a bit or bridle, just a rope halter and lead rope and doing wonderful. We have a few kinks to iron out yet, but what young horse
owner doesn’t. I can’t imagine what the future holds; the very qualities that used to distance us, like her being dominant, pushy, aggressive,
intelligent, stubborn, fearless, etc. are those same qualities that as a team, are going to make us unstoppable. Whether it’s fences, polo, barrels,
poles, dressage, hunter paces, etc. The skies the limit.
Look out Lehigh Valley because the horse that was looking for her person and the person that was looking for her horse have found each other
and “natural horsemanship”. Never give up, just get the right help. You won’t have to remember our names to recognize us at the shows or
competitions in the future, we’ll be the “team” where the horse and rider are both smiling.
Lori Williamson & Piper

LCR AVAILABLE HORSES FOR PLACEMENT ARE lISTED ON THE WEB SITE
SEVERAL NEWCOMERS AWAITING EVALUATION Information about available horses is updated on a regular basis. If none of the
horses listed stricks your fancy, please fill out a Placement Application with a description of what you are looking for and when something
suitable is available, we will contact you. THANK YOU!!!

It all started with my two girls (ages 13&7). They had been bugging me for a horse
for a few years and we have no where to keep one. I saw an advertisement for LCR
and decided to check it out. I figured once they saw how much work it is to keep a
horse the “great campaign” would be over. Well, we’ve been volunteering at the
ranch for about a year and we just love it there. We started out doing everything
from cleaning stalls and pastures, to hanging flyers, to painting and fixing fences.
We have “graduated” to Saturday morning feeding duties after some Natural Horsemanship training as we were not real “horse savvy” to start with. We’ve come a long
way growing and learning with our four-legged friends. Along with the growing and
learning, sometimes there is also loosing. Little
Bobby Tuff Stuff was a real challenge to my heart,
Rose and Chris two of the best!
after he passed away I swore I would not get
attached so deeply to another horse, but I have and I’m glad for that. I know I’ll “loose” them,
too, when they find new homes. But we are grateful for the time we have with them, to bring
them back to health, to see them flourish and respond to a kind hand, and to see a hopeful
new “parent’s” eyes light up when they see them and you know, they’ll have it made. It’s a
beautiful thing to see. There is always something at Last Chance that needs to be done,
you don’t need “horse experience” to start. Everyone is genuinely appreciative of even the
smallest deed. It’s a great place for your kids to learn the value of giving of themselves. It’s
a great way to spend time together. My daughters and I have really developed a closer
relationship by sharing something we love to do. My 21 year old son and, on occasion, my
husband have joined the team also.When we leave we have a great feeling of accomplishment and we’re already looking forward to our next visit to the ranch! Whether you like the
outdoors and working with your hands, or want to shovel manure and build some muscle, or
like to sit at a desk and answer phones and do office work, there is something here for you
to do. So come on out, we’d love to have you!
— Cindy & Megan Brozenske

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
*Office Help * Computer * Receptionist* Instructors * Programs Director* Barn Personnel * Fundraising * Club Leaders

Check out all the New Pages & Links on the LCR web site!
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Don’t Give UP By Jan Cook April 2003
My first horse, gee it took me 49 years but there he stands, at 14.1 hands and 900 lbs of attitude.
Oh boy, all I wanted was one of those horses that I always read about that love and adore their owners, (like Flicka). What
happened? My husband’s horse seemed to love him and my son’s horse adores him! All my horse wanted to do was get me
off his back ASAP. It was so unfair; I was the one who ALWAYS wanted a horse! My horse would run off with me on the trails,
buck and generally act out. So not being a quitter I started reading everything I could get my hands on – articles, books, on
line, whatever. But one day I remembered a name that I had heard at LCR, Peter Fuller. So I e-mailed him and gave a thumb nail
sketch of my situation. I was sure from what I read that, I was the problem (but sort of hoped that I really wasn’t)! Could this be
true?
After a session with Mr. Fuller, he felt my horse was very well trained, sensitive,
smart and that the majority of the problem was me! I was the problem? Unfortunately, it was true – Peter Fuller felt that although I had formal lessons, I needed
more work on my canter and cues (I was a white knuckle canterer) and that I
needed to improve my seat, work on my relationship with my horse using natural
horsemanship, continue lessons and at least audit some clinics.
I have started working with my horse on the ground but with the winter that we had
this year it has not been easy. I have also scheduled myself and my horse to be
participants in Peter Fuller’s Horsemanship Clinic and to audit horsemanship clinics. I will continue to work with my horse because I think that as the Beatles said,
“We Can Work It Out”.
So my advice to anyone that adopts, buys and find themselves with a horse that
doesn’t resemble their “perfect horse” – work on it – don’t give up! Your mischievous cherub will make you become a better horse person and isn’t that what we all really want?

SIDEBAR…
Jan and Seymour were working on it and coming along beautifully once they finally understood each other. Sadly, on June 28th,
2003 Seymour coliced and died. A very heartbroken family and saddening time when things were looking so well and promising.
Why? Nothing had been changed, not his diet, environment, friends or family. A few sunny days after a long rain spell were the
only difference in his life.
Colic: a very disturbing, very painful disorder in the gastro intestinal system or digestive tract causing acute discomfort for the
horse. Colic, in a true definition, is a “belly ache”. This belly ache or upset stomach is not usually what puts the horse in
jeopardy. The extra gases or lack of motility in the gut makes a horse very painful and uncomfortable. A horse’s GI make up
inhibits their ability to regurgitate or throw up. Many times gases build up in their system due to stress or changes in their lives,
or other unknown reasons. Most colic’s are associated with poor management. Impactions may result from poor dentition or
from feeding indigestible roughage. Sudden, marked dietary changes, a move or stress, or unaccustomed exercise or excitement can cause excessive gas production or intestinal fermentation causing flatulent colic. As for Seymour’s case, like many
others, nothing in his world was different. There were no distinct reasons for his discomfort. Life was as normal, but he woke
up with a belly ache. Initial signs of colic are, pawing of the ground, looking at the belly or flanks, lying down or rolling, or
standing in unusual positions trying to relieve pressure. Seymour showed some signs of discomfort and a vet was rushed out
immediately. A horse with an upset stomach, or colic, must pass gases or contents through over 70 feet of intestine. Horses
pass gas and manure all day long keeping the gut very mobile. When a build up of gas displaces the large colon, as in
Seymour’s case, that section will float to the top and leave the heavier sections at the bottom. Imagine, for example, a very
flexible tube or hose with parts of air and water in it. Try to submerge it in its entirety in a tank of water (simulating the abdomen
with intestines) it will twist around and become tangled because the air will not let the entire hose sink. Once a horse’s
intestines twist, blockage of fluids, feeds, and gases begin to build. A horse with a twist of the intestines is critical and can
usually only be relieved by surgery. Surgical candidates must be diagnosed in the early stages of a twist before strangulation,
which is occlusion of the blood supply to a loop of bowl and it’s developing into tissue necrosis and consequently toxemia and
death. Caught early with all the favorable conditions, surgery is very evasive, expensive and critical post –op. Colic is still a
mystery to most due to its uncommonalities and unexpected occurrences. Although a horse is a majestic magnificent stately
beast, it can be so fragile and needing the gentlest of care. Any age can be effected. Seymour was in his prime of 18 and
should have had at least another 20 years of enjoyment. Please, “live life to the fullest for we no not when we will be called up.”
“We will all miss your spunky precious attitude, our dear Seymour.”

Seymour, little red fire ball, Spring 1985 – June 28th, 2003
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Flight or Fight: Horse Behavior and Instincts
Never underestimate a horse’s powers of communication.
Have no doubt about a horse’s ability to participate in complex communication patterns.
Equines react to circumstances due to their natural instincts.
Understanding and empathizing with these reactions will gain
respect and trust from your horse and you will get the most
out of your relationship.
Wild horses are herd animals, with a simple defense mechanism of fight or flight. Most aspects of horse behavior are from
two basic instincts. Survival in the wild depended on it: - a
powerful herd instinct (safety in numbers) and an ability to
run away from trouble. Pre-domesticated horses roamed in
herds, led by the Alpha horse, searching for food and shelter.
The herd instinct and the tendency for one horse to follow
another kept the group together. If you communicate correctly
using your body language, your horse will view you as the
Alpha herd member and not the predator, which, instinctually
they fear you are. If they horse views you as the Alpha, he will
look to you for direction in times of fear or anxiety. Your horse
will turn to you for reassurance and a sign regarding the appropriate course of action. It is, therefore, vital that reassurance be given to the horse if you are to prevent a panic reaction
triggered purely by its inherent instincts.
In order to handle and ride horses successfully, you need a
clear understanding of the characteristics and instincts that
drive equine behavior. Join us for our free Natural Horsemanship clinics or join in the LCR Natural Horsemanship Program. Email me lbenetz@lastchanceranch.org to be part of an
exclusive mailing list for details on dates and times for clinics
and seminars.

Why a coggins test? What for?
Coggins is not a disease, it is a test, named after the inventor
of the the for EIA.Equine Infectious Anemia , is a highly
contagious disease in the blood stream and is transmitted by
bitting insects or any transfer of blood from one equine to
another ( e.g. dental tools, farrier knives, needles, etc.)
Equine infectious anemia (EIA) is a disease caused by a
virus that produces anemia, intermittent fever, and severe
weight loss. Horses, ponies, mules, and donkeys are the
only animals known to be affected by the virus. Once an
animal is infected with the virus it is infected for life,
regardless of the severity of the symptoms. No treatment is
effective against the EIA virus. EIA is also called swamp
fever,mountain fever, coggins disease.
Having a coggins test performed is essential to the control
and someday eliminate the disease. The blood test is only as
good as long as the blood is being drawn. A horse can
become infected the day after the test was taken if put in
contact with an infected horse. The misconception is that
most people feel their test expires in a year, when in fact,
their test expires as soon as their horse has been exposed to
a horse with an unknown test result or from unknown
origin. The best preventative is to assure that all horses are
tested before they are brought to a new facility and then
tested yearly there after or when possible exposure has
occurred. Though most horses succumb rapidly to EIA a
percentage of infected horses appear to recover. However
they still harbor the virus and during times of stress may
become ill again. It is because of these healthy appearing
carriers that we test horses. It insures that we do not put
their pasture mates at risk.

LCR SURVEY
LCR relies on your financial assistance to help us care for and continue to rescue and rehabilitate equines.

Please Show your support & Help Us Help Them!
Yes, I’d like to help. Enclosed is my tax-deductible donation of:
_____ $35.00 _______ $50.00 _______ $100.00 _____ $200.00 ______ $300.00

OTHER $ ______

No, at this time I cannot help, but I will answer your survey.

(Please answer the next few questions to help us with our newsletter circulation.)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Where did you obtain this Newsletter? _______________________________________________________
Comments on the Newsletter: ______________________________________________________________
Additional information or subjects you would like to see added: ____________________________________
Are you currently on our mailing list? ________________________________________________________
If not on our mailing list, and would like to be, or if your address has changed, or you have a friend who
would like to be on our mailing list, please fill out the following:

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________ State: __________________________ Zip: ________________________
E-mail: __________________________________ Telephone: ______________________________________
Thank You For Your Cooperation!
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please make an appointment!
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THE 4TH
ANNUAL
VENDOR
FAIR & OPEN
HOUSE
SEPTEMBER
13TH, 2003

Last Chance Ranch Equine Rescue
9 Beck Road
Quakertown, PA 18951
www.lastchaneranch.org
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Don’t miss out
on the news &
events of

LCR

...send in your
survey - today!
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